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T O T H E R E A D E R . 

T o enumerate all the delusions which have afflicted the human race, 
f rom time to time, would be a task of infinite labor, and one, if completed, 
tha t would certainly astound even the minds of the superstit ious and the 
ignorant. Prophet after prophet, each wi th his several dogmas, has come 
forth to curse the l and ; and scarce have the opinions of one died away 
before those of another are proclaimed wi th equal presumption, destined to 
the same fate, but carrying in their fall thousands of deluded wretches to 
infidelity and misery. And there is something singular in the contempla-
tion that, no matter how many of these delusions may have been proved of 
the most hurtful tendency, and the intentions of their Prophets of the most 
unholy and sin-dyed character, still there can be found thousands who, with 
all of this experience before them, are ready to engage in the first scheme 
tha t may come forth, no matter what may be its character or wha t its 
ultimate tendency. But it is the more singular, and, indeed, to be deeply 
regretted by the sincere christian, that in this age of enlightened under-
standing, expanded intellect, and increase of all that can benefit the human 
mind, there should be found those who are so devoid of good sense—so 
devoid of every principle that can elevate the character of man as to engage 
in delusions which have been proved in former ages foolish and vain. 
Respect ing the final dissolution of the world w e have had prophecy after 
prophecy proclaimed by " Prophets , " " Messengers of G o d , " " Holy Men," 
"Chosen of Chr i s t , " &c.; but as the world has never been destroyed, we 
of course are r ight in pronouncing these prophecies as incorrect and their 
originators as no prophets. 

In the year 1794 (in England) it happened that the true spirit of prophecy 
w a s found to exist in one John Wr igh t . T h i s man proclaimed the final 
dissolution of the world which he showed by fair calculation, which 
brought " fear and t rembling" upon hundreds of deluded followers who, to 
appease the wrath of God, spent all their tim6 in doing services which, in 
their estimation would prepare them to meet tne second advent of Chris t . 
T h e doctrines of W r i g h t soon spread, and that his principles might have a 
still wider dissemination, he found it necessary as wel l as convenient for 
his own pockets to publish a book containing " calculat ions," descriptive 
of terrible things, which must shortly come to pass . T h i s book was 
entitled " Revealed knowledge of some things that will speedily be revealed in 
the world, communicated to a number of christians by the power of the spirit 
of God from all nations now published by his divine command for the good 
of all men, by John Wright, his servant and one of the brethren."' T h e con-
tents of this book consisted of " awful ca lamit ies ," " terrible desolat ions," 
" s i g n s in the heaven and in the ear th ," " wars and rumors of w a r s , " toge-
ther with all that is now proclaimed by the followers of Miller. T h i s book 
sold very fast , and the pockets of W r i g h t were soon filled to his extreme 
gratification; and, in a short time, he became a rich, and, certainly, a very 
learned p rophe t ! Old Father T ime brought the day around—the deluded 
followers gazed upon the heavens for their Lord—their ears were opened 
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beyond their natural l imits, that they might hear the " blasts of the t r u m p ; " 
but the Lord did not come—the blasts were heard not—no sign appeared 
in the heavens, and the whole scheme died away remembered only by 
Wr igh t , who of course would not forget how his pockets were filled by the 
operation. 

Shortly after the above transaction, there appeared in England another 
" P rophe t " who called himself " Nephew of God but whose real name 
w a s Richard Brothers. T h e person, John Wr igh t , who was mentioned 
above, soon became acquainted with this new prophet, and being himself 
well skilled in matters and th ings pertaining to this peculiar trade, Brothers 
took him as a " c h o s e n apos t le , " and they planned together for future 
operations. T h e world this t ime was most assuredly destined to be over-
thrown, as Brothers & Co. showed by the most decided calculations. 
Letters were sent to the K i n g and members of Parl iament, warn ing them 
of the awful destruction that w a s shortly to take place, and tha t they mus t 
turn from their opinions and believe in the " c h o s e n prophet" of God. 
Brothers also told his followers that he intended to proceed to Jerusalem 
and prepare it for the receptacle of the saints at the second coming. I t 
would be impossible to describe the rapidity that distinguished the spread 
of this delusion ; but certain it is that the whole sf England was affected 
by it and trembled. Old men now began to dream strange dreams—young 
men prophecied—visions were seen in the heavens—sounds were heard in 
the silent night—singular shocks were felt—men became a f r a id ; some 
drowned themselves, some cut their throats,—women destroyed their 
children, and such was the a w f u l state to which this delusion brought the 
people, that the government of England found it necessary for the safety 
and peace of society to take the matter in hand. Brothers & Co. were 
committed to prison, and the poor deluded wretches who had bowed before 
them now exulted at their torments. 

Another instance of strange delusions we find recorded in the Li fe ot 
Johanna Southcott. T h i s person made the most ridiculous pretensions— 
professed to be the woman spoken of in the scriptures as having the inoon 
under her feet, and the twelve stars , representing the twelve apostles, on 
her head. Thousands believed her professions and acknowledged her as 
the prophetess of God. A book was also published containing her doc-
trines, which sold at a rapid rate, and brought what she most desired, 
money into her pockets. Johanna was soon found out to be an impostor— 
the people deserted her, and, in a short time, she died a most miserable 
death, and was buried without ceremony. 

T h u s we have noticed a few of those delusions which have brought with 
them misery and distress. W c could mention many others, but we do not 
deem it necessary, as the intell igent mind is already convinced that nothing 
shall be established but what is founded in truth. In this age we have 
" Mormonism" and " Mi l le r i sm" before us. T h e former a book specula-
tion well known to all, and the latter an oft repeated prophecy tha t the 
world must shortly come to an end . In the following pages will be found 
a full and complete refutation of Millerism, while Mormonism needs no 
refutation. T o the candid reader we commend the arguments in this book, 
hoping that he may be convinced that Millerism is a delusion, being well 
assurell ourselves that " the lip of truth shall be established forever." 

C . S . B A I L E T . 

Philadelphia. 



END OF THE WORLD. 

S Y N O P S I S O F T H E T H E O R Y A N D C A L C U L A T I O N S . 

Daniel speaks prominently of 2300 days . H e has also four other num-
bers, namely, 1260, 1290, 1335 days , and 70 weeks , (equal to 490 days . ) 
Each of these days Mr. Miller considers a y e a r ; and it is one of his cardi-
nal propositions, that in prophecy this method of computat ion must a lways 
be regarded. Accordingly, the 2300 days aforesaid are reckoned as so many 
years , and are declared to commence with the going forth of the command-
ment to rebuild Jerusalem, and to extend to the resurrection and end of the 
word in A. D. 1843; and therefore they are supposed to embrace all the 
other numbers in the book of Daniel . T h e subjoined are the five principal 
ca lcula t ions: 

C A L C U L A T I O N I . 
F rom the date of the commandment to rebuild Jerusa lem, B . C . 

457, to the crucifixion of Christ , 70 weeks , or 490 years , . 490 
From the crucifixion of Chr is t to taking away the daily abomina-

tion, which is supposed to signify Pagan i sm, . . . 475 
From taking away of P a g a n rites to setting up the abomination 

of desolation, or Papa l civil rule, 30 
From the setting up of the Papa l abomination to the end thereof, 1260 
From the taking away of the Papa l civil rule to the first resurrec-

tion and end of the world in 1843, , 45 

T h e s e being added, present the sum of the years , . . . 2300 

C A L C U L A T I O N I I . 
F rom the full term of the vision, as above exemplified, . . 2300 
Subtract 70 weeks of years to the crucifixion of Chr i s t , . . 490 

1810 

Add to this the term of our Saviour 's life, . . . . 33 

End of the world in . . . A. D . 1843 

C A L C U L A T I O N I I I . 
From the crucifixion to taking away the daily abominat ion, the 

second item of the first calculation, 475 
Add our Saviour 's age, 33, and Daniel ' s number 1335, . . 1368 

End of the world, in . . . A. D . 1843 
1* 
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C A L C U L A T I O N IV. 
From the fa l l term of the vision as before exemplified, . . 2300 
Subtract the date of the commandment to rebuild Jerusalem, B . C . 457 

End of the world, in . . . A. D . 1843 

C A L C U L A T I O N V. 
In Levit icus xxvi . 23, 24, the Lord speaks of punishing the house 

of Israel " yet seven times for their s i n s . " Seven t imes (or 
years ,) each day reckoned as a year—360 multiplied by 7, 2520 

Subtract the date of the first captivity in Babylon, at which time, 
it is assumed, this threatened pun ishment commenced, B . C . 677 

End of the world, in . . . A. D . 1843 

Behold how clearly it is shown, by four methods of calculation, that the 
world is doomed to destruction in Anno Domini 1843 ! T h e calculations 
and result wil l surely be undeniable, ? J d a y s in prophecy are a lways to be 
computed as years—and if a time signifies 360 years—and if the assumed 
references are correct—ana i / t h e dates are all r ight ,—and so on to the end 
of the chapter of contingencies. One year of error will confute the theory. 
No , not one year—for in 1838 Mr. Miller declared, tha t divers specified 
evils would come upon the land in 1839, as the precursors of the destruc-
tion of the world,—but 1839 passed a w a y without br inging the predicted 
ev i l s ; and now we are informed that he made a mistake of a year,—and 
that the evils referred to will come the current yea r ! Among the specified 
evils are t h e s e : " Christ ians will be persecuted unto death, and dens and 
caves in the earth will be their retreat. . . . And this, if I am right in my 
calculations, will begin on or before A. D . 1839," corrected to 1840. H o w 
much prospect there is of the fulfilment of this prediction, the reader will 
judge . . , 

There is a remarkable circumstance to be noted in relation to this theory, 
n a m e l y : — I t is reasonable-to suppose tha t our Saviour and his apostles 
understood the prophecies of Dan ie l ; and , having all his numbers before 
them, they surely could have made as correct calculations as those in 
review. W h y did they not inform us tha t the world would be destroyed 
in or about A . D. 1843 ] Admit, if you please, that they could not deter-
mine the hour, day, week, or mon th ; could they not have mentioned the 
year? or, a t all events, the century? And yet it is not pretended that any 
thing of the kind is So much as int imated in any part of the N e w Testa-
ment ! Admit , moreover, that they had not the knowledge of then future 
and now pas t events possessed by Mr. Mil ler : according to the theory 
before us, it was only necessary to know two things, in order to determine 
the issue wi th in a year—1st. T h e number 2300 in the prophecy of Danie l ; 
t i l l 2d. T h e date of the edict to rebuild Jerusalem, B . C . 457. Subtract, 
and you have A. D. 1843. In this way our author first learned the tidings 
he is now proclaiming; and could not our Saviour have made and given 
us this brief calculation'? I t appears to me, that this consideration alone 
should invalidate the whole of this modern theory of the end of the world. 
W e profess to revere our Lord as a ' wiser than Solomon; ' but if the theory 
be true, and he understood it not, a still wiser individual is in our mids t ! 
And if our Saviour did understand it, and knew that Danie l ' s vision of 2300 



/ 7 ) 

days would be fulfilled or consummated in 1843, can any plausible reason 
be assigned for his perfect silence on the subject1? W i l l Mr. Miller pretend 
that the revelation of this matter was reserved for him ? 

T W O E R R O R S I N T H E T H E O R Y . 
Admit t ing , for the present, that all the propositions and dates are correct, 

there are two facts which utterly refute the whole theory. 
I . Mr. Miller computes from B . C . [ tha t is Before C h r i s t ; ] but all his 

dates since the commencement of the Christ ian era are the common dates 
of A . D. [ tha t is, Anno Domini , or year of our Lo rd . ] T h u s : From 
Danie l ' s 2300 he subtracts B. C. 457, and then gives the result , A. D. 
1843. Bu t it is notorious that our A. /)., or Vulgar Era, is four years 
deficient. Le t any one examine the account of the birth of Christ, in any 
quarto Bible with marginal references, and he will see that it s tands t h u s : 

Mat thew ii. 1, 2. N o w when Jesus was born in Bethle- The 4th year 
hem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there before the 
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, W h e r e is common ae-
he that is born King of the J e w s 1 for we have seen h i s star count called 
in the east, and are come to worship him. Anno Domini. 

See also Luke ii. 21.—Dr. Adam Clarke says, " B y the year before the 
vulgar era of Chris t , is meant , that correct chronological reckoning which 
showed tha t the vulgar or common reckoning of the A . D . , or year of our 
Lord, is deficient not less than four yea r s ; so that the present year, 1812, 
should be, according to strict chronological precision, 1816 . " [Advertise-
ment to C o m . on N . T . ] I need not multiply quotations, for no person of 
any Biblical knowledge will dispute this statement. F o r our present pur-
pose, it matters not how this error occurred: it is sufficient for us to know 
that it exists , and that the present year, A. D . 1840, is in reality 1844! 
W h e r e now is Miller 's Theory? He says the world wil l be destroyed in 
1843—but 1843 is already p a s t ! ! 

I I . T h e framer of the theory in review, adopts the Jewish method of 
computing time, namely, 30 days to a month, and 360 days to a y e a r ; and 
he carries this computation forward to 1843. T h u s : A time, times, and 
half a t ime, are 3 1-2 years, or 42 months, or 1260 days,—each day being 
reckoned as a year .—But why should he overlook the fact, that we do not 
compute t ime in this way ? W e reckon 365 days and 6 hours nearly, to a 
year . H e errs to the amount of 5 1-4 days in each year—and this error 
since the birth of Christ amounts to more than 26 y e a r s ! Add this to the 
before mentioned error, and we have 30 years to subtract from 1843— 
leaving 1813 as the date of the burning up of the world ! T h i s theory is 
constituted on the principle of the joint-snake,—wherever you touch it, it 
breaks. W h a t confidence can persons of good sense repose in the calcula-
tions of a man who either overlooks or looks over such self-evident truths as 
these ! I have not yet disputed a single proposition, nor doubted a single 
da te :—for argument 's sake I have admitted the entire hypothesis—and lo ! 
the mark of Ichabod already appears! T h e theory is exploded by admitt ing 
it to be t rue ! 

E R R O R S I N T H E C A L C U L A T I O N S . 
Bu t let us enter somewhat into the details of the calculations in respect 

of numbers, dates, &c. For the present I will not question the cardinal 
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proposition, that in prophecy a day is a lways to be reckoned a year, nor 
will I meddle wi th any other of his general assumptions, in this section of 
the review. 

The first calculation is the bas is of the whole theory. Mr. Miller began 
wi th the idea that 2300 years extended from the edict to rebuild Jerusa lem, 
B . C . 457, to A . D . 1843; and he considered it essential to specify the 
several periods of the vision, so that all of Daniel 's numbers might be 
embraced. 

Ho begins wi th 490 years (being the seventy weeks) to the crucifixion 
of Christ , as the first period. T h e second item is thus obtained : F rom 
2300, subtract 490, and the remainder is 1810 after the crucifixion. F r o m 
this sum, subtract Danie l ' s 1335, and the remainder is 475. T o this, add 
our Saviour 's age, 33, and you have A. D . 508, as the date of t ak ing a w a y 
Pagan ism, or the daily abomination. 

Several th ings must here be noted: Mr. Miller says, that 666 in the 
Apocalypse, is the number [wh ich he considers the age] of the Pagan beast , 
or Pagan Rome. H o w does he make this appear? Ans . Hav ing fixed 
A. D. 508, and wish ing to secure 666, he looks into a chronological table 
for the difference between these numbers, namely, B . C . 158—and luckily, 
he finds that in that year " the Grecian general Bachides withdrew h is 
army from before Jerusalem, and never returned to vex the J e w s any more . " 
W h a t a wonderful coincidence! Our author desired to obtain the sum of 
666—so he added A. D . 508, to B . C . 158—and behold ! he succeeded! 
And with what shadow of reason ] H e says, that the Roman influence 
secured the wi thdrawal of the Grecian a r m y ; the Roman influence w a s 
obtained by a league of amity with the J e w s ; and this league is alluded to 
in Daniel xi. 23. But even admit t ing that Daniel here prophecied of the 
league which is matter of history in Josephus, Antiq. B. xii . , the subject has 
no more reference to the Apocalyptic beast, than it has to the N a h a n t sea-
serpent ! But seriously, wha t r ight has any man to torture time and facts 
in this w a y ] W h e n we speak of the age of a person, we inquire for the 
date of his birth, and not for the date of any particular .incident in his life. 
I f Pagan Rome be signified by the beast having the number 666, w e must 
go back to the building of Rome, B . G . 752. Besides : W h a t authority is 
there for ass igning A. D . 508 as the end of Pagan Rome ? Rome literal 
w a s destroyed by the Goths, A. D . 476 ; and Paganism, as a religion, vir-
tually ceased in Rome, when Constant ine was converted to Chris t iani ty , 
namely, A. D . 313. T h e notes in Dr . Clarke ' s Commentary on Rev . 12 : 
9, assign 395 as the date of " the total suppression of P a g a n i s m . " T h e 
same date is given by Prof . Ty t l e r of the Edinburgh Universi ty. 

T h e third item of the first calculation is 30 years, obtained by the simple 
process of subtracting 1260 from 1290! And it is asserted by our author, 
that 30 years elapsed, (a sort of interregnum) between the cessation of 
P a g a n rites and the beginning of the civif rule of Papacy . Add 30 to 508, 
and you have A. D . 538. Notwi ths tanding the assumption of this date as 
the commencement of Papacy , Mr. Miller states that ecclesiastical jurisdic-
tion was given to the Bishop of Riame in 534. Dr. Johnson says, in his 
chronological table, that in the year 606 " t h e power of the Popes, by the 
concessions of Phocas , emperor of the east, begins ." The theory before us 
assumes 538,—and in this there is an error of 68 yea r s ! B u t the true date 
of the temporal authority of Papacy is A. D . 755. In that year temporal 
power was conferred on Pope Stephen I I . by Pepin, King of France. And 



m a r k ! our au thor ' s ca lcula t ions concerning P a p a l R o m e refer , not to eetlc 
siastical authority, but to civil or political rule, a s wi l l be seen in the nex t 
p a r a g r a p h . N o w , s ince the temporal power of P a p a c y began in 755, if i t 
shal f cont inue 1260 yea r s , it wil l not cease till 2015 . And if to th i s w e 
add the 45 years of t he theory, w e sha l l postpone the end of the world to 
A n n o D o m i n i 2 0 6 0 ! A smal l error of two hundred and seventeen years! 

T h e fourth i tem of t he first ca lcula t ion is 1260. T h i s is one of D a n i e l ' s 
number s , and is said to be equivalent to a t ime , t imes , and a h a l f ; or three 
and a half y e a r s ; or for ty- two m o n t h s ; each be ing considered prophet i -
ca l l y—a day for a y e a r . Mr . M . a l leges tha t 1260 ye a r s a re specified a s 
the durat ion of the i m a g e or Papa l beast . T a k i n g h is own [ f a l s e ] date , 
A . D . 538, he adds 1260—and finds the resul t to b e A . D . 1798. And 
then, ( O wonder fu l co inc idence ! ) he sees the fu l f i lment of p rophecy in the 
fact , t ha t the P o p e w a s deposed and taken prisoner b y the F rench in tha t 
very y e a r ! T h e lit t le horn w a s then broken ! and 45 yea r s f rom that da te , 
shall be the first resurrect ion and the burn ing of the world ! H o w e v e r , let 
us suppress t he organ of marvellousness for a brief space , and a l low a l i t t le 
exercise to t he o rgans of number, comparison, and causality.—1st. O u r 
au thor does not pretend tha t the ecclesiastical power of P a p a c y ceased in 
1798 : no, it is the civil power wh ich , in his j u d g m e n t , w a s then abol ished. 
Of course , if temporal author i ty ended in 1798, and had cont inued 1260 
years ,—tempora l author i ty began in 538. R u t w e h a v e s h o w n that i t did 
not begin till 755—an error of 217 y e a r s ! 2d . I t is not t rue that P a p a l 
poli t ical or civil au thor i ty is abol i shed . I t is t rue , t ha t t he P o p e w a s 
deposed and h i s power suspended f o r a season—but it w a s shor t ly res tored, 
and is now recognized by all the s ta tes of the chr i s t i an wor ld . T h e P o p e 
still re igns over his I t a l i an dominions , and d w e l l s in t he Va t i can , not only 
as a spir i tual ruleT, bu t as b political P r i n c e . — B u t w h a t of all th is 1 
W h e n a m a n has de termined to m a k e out a theory , h e has n o respect for 
facts , excep t ing so far a s fac ts have respect for him. 

T h e fifth i tem of the first ca lcula t ion is obtained w i t h as much ease as 
w a s the th i rd , and in the s a m e w a y . Subt rac t one of D a n i e l ' s n u m b e r s 
f rom ano ther , name ly , 1290 from 1335, and you have 45 . Add thi3 to the 
four p reced ing i t ems , and ( 0 marvel lous c o n s u m m a t t o n of t he theory !) 
you have 2 3 0 0 ! T h e n add 45 to 1798, and you have s h o w n t h a t the world 
will be burn t up in A . D . 1843! 

Mr . Mi l l e r ' s method of m a k i n g out h i s theory, r e m i n d s me of the manner 
in w h i c h a l azy school-boy operates in Ar i thmet ic . T h e te rms of " t h e s u m " 
are g iven, and also " t h e a n s w e r . " H e goes to work , a n d labors a s s iduous ly 
— b u t he fa i l s in the a t t empt . Becoming perp lexed , he inser t s a number 
here , and a number t he re—changes th is i tem, and a l te rs t h a t , — a n d , finally, 
the las t r ow of figures is the desired answer . B u t w h e n interrogated for 
the reasons of the ca lcula t ion , he can only reply , t ha t he sough t the solut ion, 
and h a s found i t ! 

A s the second, third and fourth calculat ions of the theory are based in 
the first they need not be separa te ly ana lyzed . 

In the fifth ca lcula t ion , two posi t ions are a s s u m e d ; 1st. T h a t 7 times 
s ign i fy seven years , each day to be computed as a y e a r — n a m e l y , 2520 
y e a r s ; and 2d . T h a t the pun i shmen t threatened in Levi t . xxv i . 23 , 24, 
b e g a n B. C . 677, t he a s sumed da te of the first cap t iv i ty in Baby lon , and 
wil l t e rmina te in A . D . 1813. Le t us examine these pos i t ions . 
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1st. D o seven times in prophecy s ign i fy 2520 years? Consider Neb-
uchadnezzar ' s dream of the tree, Danie l , ch. iv. T h e interpretation given 
by the prophet was as fol lows: " T h i s is the decree of the Most High , 
which is come upon my lord the k i n g ; Tha t they shall drive thee from 
men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall 
make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of 
heaven, and S E V E N T I M E S shall pass over thee ," &c .—That this was a 
prophecy i s manifest. It was a prediction uttered a year before there were 
any signs of its fulfi lment—nevertheless, "Al l this came upon the King 
Nebuchadnezzar . At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of 
the king of Babylon. T h e king spake , and said, I s not this great Babylon, 
that I have bui l t , " &c. See verse 28, et seq. N o w if seven times signify 
2620 years , Nebuchadnezzar is among the beasts of the field, and is eating 
grass at t he present day, and will continue so to do for 110 years longer ! 
Th i s j udgmen t came upon him B. C . 570. Subtract this from 2520,"and 
the remainder is A. D. 1950 ! B u t Nebuchadnezzar w a s restored to his 
kingdom af ter seven years of p u n i s h m e n t ; and therefore seven times in pro-
phecy do not signify 2520 years, nor a n y thing like it. 

2d. Mr. Miller asserts that the punishment threatened in Lev. 26, began 
wi th the first captivity in Babylon, wh ich he dates B . C . 677. Bu t where 
is the proof that the text refers to any specific captivity or punishment? 
There is n o such proof. And besides : Although k ingManasseh was bound 
in fetters and carried a captive to Babylon , there is no propriety in con-
sidering th is the first captivity. Manasseh w a s taken by treachery, 
[ Josephus , B . X. ch. 3,] and was a f te rward liberated, and returned to jhis 
kingdom, and reigned in peace and pie ty . H e w a s taken captive B. C . 
677, [or according to Calmet , 661,] and the J e w s were not troubled by 
the Cha ldeans for more than half a century af te rwards! T h e first captivity 
in Babylon is dated about B. C . 602, [Ca lme t ] and the fourth, (which 
w a s the commencement of the 70 years captivity predicted by Jeremiah,) 
about 14 years subsequently. B u t our author perceived that no other 
date besides B. C . 677 would answer h i s purpose ; and therefore he chose 
to disregard the interdict of propriety, in order to establish a baseless 
theory! 

C O M P U T A T I O N O F T I M E I N P R O P H E C Y . 

One of the cardinal propositions of Mr . Miller 's Theory , is, that in pro-
phecy a day signifies a year; a month , 30 years ; and a year, 360 years. I 
I shall endeavor to show that this is a n error. 

F i rs t of all, however, let it be noted, that probably the 70 weeks of 
Daniel s ign i fy weeks of years, namely , 490 years. W e know that the 
Old Tes t amen t speaks of Sabbatic years , as a prominent item in the Jewish 
economy, because referring to the Jub i lee . See Levit icus xxv. Every 
seventh yea r the land was to enjoy a Sabba th of rest, that is, it w a s not to 
be tilled. And the year following seven of these Sabbaths to the soil, 
namely t h e fiftieth year, was to be a Jub i lee to the people. T h u s we read : 
"And thou shalt number seven Sabbath of years unto thee, seven times seven 
years; and the space of the seven Sabba th s [or weeks ] of years shall be 
unto thee forty and nine years. . . .And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and 
proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it 
shall be a jubilee unto you . " T h i s w a s a distinctive feature of the Jewish 
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inst i tut ion; and it would not be a matter of as tonishment should w e find 
that a Jewish prophet has spoken of sabbaths or weeks of years. 

Bu t in the case of days, months or years, we have no such precedent ; 
and therefore, even admit t ing that the 70 weeks of Daniel s ignify 490 
years , it does not follow that his 2300 days signify 2300 yea r s ; or that 42 
months s ignify 1260 years ; or that 7 years signify 2520 years . 

B u t Mr. Miller thinks he has found three scriptural examples, which 
jus t i fy his proposition that in prophecy a day is to be considered a year. 
1st. Jacob served seven years for Rachel , but Leah w a s palmed upon 
him by the craft of Laban* W h e n he expostulated, Laban said, '•'•Fulfil 
her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt 
serve with me ye t seven other years ," Gen. xxix . 27 . Mr. M. says the 
word week here signifies Jacob ' s seven years ' service for the second 
daughter. But this is an error. T h e allusion is to the seven days of 
the marriage feast customary among the J e w s . See C la rk on the passage. 

2d . In Number s xiv. 34, the Lord said to the Israeli tes, "Af te r the num-
ber of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days , each day 
for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty y e a r s . " B u t here note, 
that the prophecy concerns the forty years. T h e forty days already constitu-
ted an item of history; and the historical fact of forty days searching the 
land, is merely mentioned as the ground work of the forty years punish-
ment of wander ing in the wilderness, here predicted. 

3d. T h e prophet Ezekiel (chap, iv.) was commanded to lie on his left 
side 390 days , and then on his right side 40 days, as a sign to Israel and 
Judah of their punishments , respect ively; and it is subjoined, " I have ap-
pointed thee each day for a yea r . " But let it be observed, that the 430 days 
of the sign were not a prophecy. T h e thing prophesied was 430 years of 
pun i shmen t ; and Ezekiel, in being directed to lie 390 days on one side 
and 40 on the other, received a special command to consider a day of the 
sign as a year of the prophecy. But Daniel received no such command 
concerning the 2300 days. Besides : the word days is used as significant 
of days only, in ch. x. " T h e prince of the kingdom of Persia [ C y r u s ] 
withstood me one and twenty days , " verse 13. T h i s period is mentioned 
in verses 2, 3 — " I n those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks , 
[ H e b . weeks of days . ] I ate no pleasant bread . . . till three whole weeks 
were fulfi l led." Th i s could not have been 21 years—for Cyrus lived only 
19 years after taking Babylon—and that which Daniel speaks of occurred 
in the 3d year of Cyrus, verse 1.—Mr. Miller 's examples are therefore not 
to the point. 

Days. Jonah prophecied that in 40 days Ninevah would be overthrown. 
Did he mean 40 years? T h e Lord said, Gen, vii . 4, " Y e t seven days , and 
I will cause it to rain upon the earth 40 days and 40 n i g h t s . " Are days in 
th is prophecy to be reckoned as years 1 Joshua said to the Israelites, 
" A f t e r three days , ye shall pass over this Jordan ," Joshua i. 11. Did he 
mean three years ? 

Months. In Ezekiel xxxix. 12, it is said in prophecy concerning the slain 
of the armies of Gog, (Antiochus) that the house of Israel should be seven 
months burying them. Does this signify 210 years? See Dr . Clarke on 
the place. 

Years. Jeremiah prophecied that the Jews should " serve the king of 
Babylon seventy years ," ch. xxv. 11, 12. Did this term s igni fy 25,200 
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years? Surely Mr. Miller mus t have been sorely pressed for premises, be-
fore he assumed the principle that in prophecy, time is to be reckoned a day 
for a year ! 

D A T E A N D I N T E N T O F T H E A P O C A L Y P S E . 
T H E D A T E of the book has generally been set down A. D . 96—but there 

is much internal evidence that it was written previously to the de-
struction of Jerusa lem. T h i s view is maintained by Grotius, Lightfoot , 
Hammond , Sir Isaac N e w t o n , Bishop Newton , Wets te in , and other em-
inent critics. 

T h e book contains several direct references to the city of Jerusalem, and 
the temple. " Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and 
them tha t worship therein. But the court which is without the temple 
leave out, for it is given unto the Gent i les ; and the holy city shall they 
tread under foot forty and two months ," ch. xi. 1, 2. The court of tke Gen-
tiles was peculiar to the J ewi sh t emple ; and that Jerusalem is here termed 
the holy city, may be seen by Luke xxi. 2 4 — " A n d Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gent i les , until the t imes of the Genti les be fu l f i l led ." 
I n ch. xi. 8, there is mention of " t h e street of the great city .... where also 
our Lord was crucified.'''' In ch . xiv. 15 there is a reference to the temple 
at Jerusalem in contradistinction from " the temple which is in heaven , " 
mentioned verse 17. 

T H E I N T E N T of the book may be gathered from a variety of circumstances 
of which the subjoined are examples .—John speaks of three cities, Sodom, 
(also called Egyp t , ) Babylon, and New Jerusalem. H e also speaks of two 
women and one man child. 

1. Sodom. Bu t we learn that this long-destroyed city only furnished the 
name by which Jerusalem w a s intended, for this was " the great c i ty ,which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt , where our Lord was crucified," ch . 
xi . 8. Our Saviour had said, " I t cannot be that a prophet perish out of 
Je rusa lem," Luke xiii. 33. I t was here that the prophets of the old dispensa-
tion was slain, and here were slain the Messiah and some of his disciples 
—and possibly the Old and N e w Testaments are the two witnesses who 
continued to prophecy, though in sackcloth, during the 1260 days 42 
months; or a t ime, t imes and the dividing of time, or three years and 
a half, from the commencement of the siege of Jerusalem to its final over-
throw, and the destruction of the temple by the Roman array.—By the 
" w o m a n clothed wi th the sun , and the moon under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve s t a r s , " Jerusalem, as the centre and representative 
of Judaism, is meant . She gave birth to a man child [Christianity;] and 
when <'her child was caught up unto God and to his throne," she fled into 
the wilderness, where a place had been prepared for her, to be nourished 
1260 days, (the period above noted, until the consummation of the prophecies 
in regard to the es tabl ishment of Christ ianity. 

2. Babylon. A s Sodom was but a name for Jerusalem, so Babylon is bu t* 
a name for a seven-hilled city, a mark which cannot be mistaken. T h i s city 
had the empire of the wor ld ; for it is said thereof, "wh ich reigneth over 
the kings of the ear th , " ch. xvi i . 18 ; and this renders it certain tha t by 
Babylon on the Euphra tes is signified Rome on the Tiber . T h e scarlet 
colored beast, having 7 heads and 10 horns, is the symbol of Heathenism, of 
which Rome w a s the centre .—."The seven heads are seven mountains 
[Rome] on which the woman s i t te th;—and there are seven [ R o m a n ] 



( 1 3 ) 

king's ," who gave their power successively to Heathenism, {by the 
two beasts, One out of the earth, and the other out of the sea, land and sea 
forces,] to persecute the woman [ Juda i sm] who gave birth to the man 
child, [Chr is t ian i ty , ] and to the remnant of her seed, ch. xii , the believing 
or converted Jews . Of the seven kings, five had fallen when John wrote, 
[probably Caligula, Claudius, Nero, Galba and Otho , ] one, was, [probably 
Vitel l ius ,] and the other had not yet come, [probably Vospasian, under 
whose reign Jerusalem w a s destroyed and the temple burnt . ] T h e ten 
horns signified ten k ings who had not as yfet received a kingdom, but who 
should afterward arise, and give their power and influence to the Roman 
government for the destruction of Christ ianity. " T h e s e have one mind, 
and shall give their power and strength to the beas t "—but in the issue 
" they shall hate the harlot, and shall make her desola te ." I oft'er no 
opinion as to who may be intended by these ten kings—though possibly 
they signify the chiefs of the barbarous nations who ravaged and destroyed 
Rome. 

3. New Jerusalem. By this the Gospel is signified. John says, " I saw 
the holy city, N e w Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, pre-
pared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a gTeat voice out 
of heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell wi th them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
wi th them, and be their God , " ch. xxi. 2, 3. T h i s is the new heaven 
wherein dwelleth righteousness, 1 Peter iii. 13. Of this Isaiah had pro-
phecied, c h . l x v . 17. And this N e w Jerusalem, w a s established in the earth, 
after the destruction of Jerusalem, (spiritually called Sodom,) which destruc-
tion was symbolized by the lake of fire and brimstone, which is the second 
[nat ional ] death of the Jews—the first death being when Nebuchadnezzar 
destroyed the city and temple. T h e power'of L I T E R A L Babylon caused the 

J?rst national death of the J e w s : the second [which w a s like unto the first] 
w a s caused by Rome, which is C A L L E D Babylon in the Apocalypse. 

Literal Jerusalem was trodden under foot forty and two months, being 
the three and a hal f years ftom the commencement of the siege to the 
destruction of the temple. During this space of forty and two months, the 
beast was permitted " to continue," or as in the margin , to make war. Also 
dur ing this period the woman, or Judaism, w a s nourished in the wilderness, 
ch .x i i . 6 ,14 . Dur ing that period, namely, of the siege, eleven hundred 
thousand J e w s fell by the edge of the sword, [ Josephus , W a r s , B . VI . ch. 
ix. 3 , ] and in the end, the rest were led away capt ive into all na t ions ; and 
Jerusalem was trodden under foot of the Genti les , until the times of the 
Genti les [ the 1290 a n d j l 3 3 5 days of Danie l ] we re fulfilled. T h e n the 
Chr is t ians had rest ,—the Jews were shut out of t he ' k ingdom, being 
b l inded; the two witnesses [ the Old and N e w Tes taments , previously 
clothed in sackcloth,] testified of " the man ch i ld , " Jesus , and his savins 
power ; and the truth was disseminated far and wide. 

T h u s we have seen that the Apocalypse treats of Judaism, Heathenism, 
and Christianity ; that Sodom spiritually is Jerusalem li terally—Babylon 
spiritually is Rome li terally—and the city of the N e w Jerusalem is 
Christ iani ty in its establishment on earth. And as Jerusalem, as the 
chief city of Juda ism, is represented by the woman who give birth to a 
man child,—so Rome, as the chief city of Hea than i sm, is symbolized 
by " M y s t e r y Babylon, the mother of harlots and abominalicns of the 
ea r t h . " 

3 
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T h e establishment of Chris t iani ty after the overthrow *of Jerusalem, 
is the prominent theme of the Apocalypse . All other events mentioned 
are but introductory to and consequent of this consummation of the vision of 
John. 

And though the formt and ceremonies of both Juda i sm and Heathanism 
continued to exist after the advent of the N e w Jerusa lem, and still exist, 
—the principles of Messiah 's k ingdom then confirmed, and destined to 
universal diffusion and tr iumph. T h e grain of mustard seed shall grow 
into a widely-spreading tree. T h e leaven shall leaven the whole lump. 
T h e s tone cut out of the mountain without hands , shall fill the whole 
earth. 

Bes ides the foregoing considerations, the subjoined are worthy the most 
candid at tent ion: It was as necessary that some inspired person should 
stand by to witness and record the fulf i lment of the prophecies, a s that those 
prophecies should have been delivered. And John w a s chosen for this 
purpose. Peter saith to Jesus , referr ing to this disciple, " Lord, and what 
shall th is man do] Jesus saith unto h im, If 1 will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee]" John xxi . 21, 22 . Accordingly we find that John 
lived till the second coming of C h r i s t ; and, in the Apocalypse, we have 
the result of his observations of pass ing events connected with the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem and the es tabl ishment of the Chris t ian Religion. See ch. 
1, 1: " T h e revelation of Jesus Chr i s t which God gave unto him, to show 
unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent 
and signified it by his angel unto his servant J o h n . " And whereas Daniel 
was commanded to seal the prophecy, because the time was long, John was 
forbidden to seal it, because the time was at hand, Apocalypse xxii. 10. 
T h e book is introduced with epist les to the seven churches in Asia, of 
which J o h n was overseer. And then fol lows the train of events which pre-
ceded the descent of N e w Jerusa lem. 

As an example of the manner in w h i c h the fulfi lment of our Saviour's 
prophecies is noted by John, I present the subjoined. I t occurs under the 
sixth seal . The first seal was opened, and the white horse came forth, 
bearing the Conqueror. T h e second w a s opened, and there went out a red 
horse, denot ing W a r . T h e third seal w a s opened, and there went forth 
Famine , under the figure of the black horse. T h e fourth seal w a s opened, 
and Death rode forth on the pale horse. The fifth seal was opened, and 
the mar tyrs "cried with a loud voice, say ing , H o w long, 0 Lord, holy and 
true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the 
ea r th ]" T h e answer was " that they should rest yet for a little season.'''' 
Then the sixth seal was opened, " a n d lo, there was a great ear thquake; 
and the s u n became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as 
blood ; and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth even as a fig tree casteth 
her unt imely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heavens 
departed a s a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places. And the k ings of the earth and the 
great m e n . . . . hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 
and said to the mountains and the rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the 
face of h im that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb ; 
for the g rea t day of his wrath is come ; and who shal l be able to stand 1" 
Rev. vi. 

N o w refer to Luke xxiii. 27—36. A s Jesus was on his way to Calvary, 
" t h e r e followed him a great company of people, and of women, who also 
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bewailed and lamented him. But Jesu3 turning unto them, said, Daugh-
ters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your 
chi ldren. For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, 
Blessed are those who are not mothers. [See the place, and Luke xxi . 
2 3 . ] T h e n shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us ; and to the 
hills, Cover us. For if they do these things in a green tree, wha t shall be 
done in the d r y ? " T h a t the reference here is to the destruction of Jerusa-
lem is plain. I t is called the great day of wrath, and properly,—for Jesus 
said, " T h e n shall be great tribulation, such as was nots ince the beginning 
of the world to this t ime, no, nor ever shall b e , " Mat t . xxiv. 21. " T h e s e 
be the d a y s of vengeance, that all ihings which are written may be fulfill-
ed . . . . There shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this peo-
ple . And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away 
captive into all nat ions; and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gen-
tiles until the t imes of the Gentiles be fulfilled. And there shall be signs 
in the sun , and in the moon and in the s ta rs , " &c. L u k e xxi. 20—25. And 
tha t the opening of the sixth seal refers to the same period, may be seen by 
consul t ing both passages in connexion. Y e t Mr. Miller dates the opening 
of the sixth seal during the French Revolution in 1790! 

F U L F I L M E N T O F T H E P R O P H E C I E S . 

1. Danie l ' s 70 weeks probably signified weeks of years, as noted in 
the article on the Computation of T ime . I might assign a number of rea-
sons for stat ing this in the way of probability merely,—but I do not think 

• it necessary. 
2. Danie l ' s first abomination refers to the doings of Antiochus Epiphanes , 

the history of which yon may find in Josephus, Ant iq . B. xii . 5., and also 
in 2d Maccabees. T h e history there detailed is prophecy in Daniel xi . H e is 
mentioned as " t h e little horn" in ch. viii. 9. It is said in the verse pre-
ceding. " T h e he-goat [Alexander] waxed very g r ea t ; and when he was 
strong, the great horn was broken ; and for it came up four notable ones 
toward the four winds of heaven." T h i s denotes the division of Alexander 's 
empire in Macedonia on the west , Persia on the eas t , Egypt on the south, 
and Syr ia on the north. ' Aud out of one of them, [ S y r i a ] came forth a 
little horn, which waxed exceeding great toward the south, [ E g y p t , ] and 
towards the east, [Pe rs ia , ] and toward the pleasant l and , " [ J u d e a . ] T h i s 
is strictly true of Antiochus, as is also every th ing assigned to the little 
horn. H e polluted the sanctuary of strength, took away the daily sacrifice, 
offered swine ' s flesh on the altar, and set up the s ta tue of Jupi ter Olympus 
in the temple. In verse 13, the question is asked, " H o w long shall be the 
vision concerning the daily sacrifice and the transgression of desolation, to 
give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under f o o t ! " T h e an-
swer is g i v e n — " U n t o two thousand and three hundred d a y s ; then shall 

J> the sanctuary be cleansed." T h e 2300 days was the duration of the vision 
• concerning that circumstance, and this numberdoes not include the seventy 

weeks . T h e duration refers merely to the ascendency and evil influence 
of Antiochus—which existed about 6 years and 4 months . H e commenced 
b y tampering wi th the religious integrity of the J e w s , and soon sold the 
high-priesthood to the highest bidder, T h i s w a s the transgression of 
desolat ion. And then he took away the daily saprifice, polluting the tem-
ple, and thus made the Jewish saj)ptuariei desolate for three years and six 
months , or 1260 (lays. Josephus, W a r s , B, v, ch, 9, § 4, But about 
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2300 days from the commencement of his ascendency and evil influence, 
he died a miserable death on his w a y from Pers ia to demolish the c i ty ,— 
and Judas Maccabeus then cleansed the sanctuary and restored the temple 
worship. 

3. Daniel had a vision of four great monarchies, Babylonian, Pers ian , 
Grecian and Roman . H e was in captivity in Babylon when he wrote ; and 
as his prophetic eye looked down the lapse of time to the period when the 
power of the holy people should be finally scattered, he beheld the over-
throw of the Babylonian monarchy by the Persian; the overthrow of the Per-
sian by the Grec ian ; and the overthrow of the Grecian by the Roman. But 
he saw an important circumstance between the division of Alexander 's 
kingdom and the eventual t r iumph of Rome. T h a t important circumstance 
was the pollution of the temple by Antiochus. Of this he speaks, by way 
of episode, to the close of chap. x i . and then recurs to the evils to befal the 
holy people [ the J e w s , ] by the agency of the fourth or Roman monarchy. 
" A n d at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which stand eth 
for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble such as never 
tea* since there was a nation even to that same time" xii. 1. Our Saviour has 
determined the reference of this prophecy. H e said to his disciples, when 
detailing the signs which should precede the destruction of Jerusalem, 
" W h e n ye therefore shall , see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth le t him under-
stand ;) Then let them which be in Judea flee into the mounta ins ; let him 
which is on the house top not come down to take any th ing out of his 
house for then shall be great tribulation such as was not since the be-
ginning of the worlctlo this time, no, nor ever shall be ' aoa in , " Matt . xxiv . 
15—21.—'This i s 'conclus ive—but to make "assurance doubly sure , " con-
sult Dan. xii . 1 1 — " A n d from the t ime that the daily sacrifice shall be 
taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be 
a thousand two hundred and ninety d a y s . " In verse 9, the question was 
asked, " How long shall it be to the end of those wonders T h e answer 
was given, " I t shal l be for a t ime, times'.and a half, (42 months, or 1260 
d a y s ; ) and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the 
holy people,all these things shall he f inished." The difference of 30 days 
may denote the t ime which elapsed from the destruction of the temple to 
leading the Jewish people away captive into all nations, t hus scattering 
the power of the holy peop le ; and there may have subsequently been forty 
five days before quietness and rest were restored to the disciples of Chr is t . 
At all events, it is clear that every thing noted in Daniel xii. was fulfilled 
and finished within 1335 days from the period when the Roman army 
under Ti tus invested Jerusa lem. T h e prediction was then fulfil led, 
that the abomination which maketh desolate1 should stand in the holy 
place. i 

In this view of the subject, w e can readily understand why our Saviour 
did not give us the brief calculation by which Mr. Miller proves that the 
world will be destroyed in 1843. Our blessed Lord has fixed the reference 
of Daniel ' s vision in chap, xii . , and he who reveres the divine authority 
more than he does the visionary speculations of uninspired men , will give 
diligent heed to his test imony. " Whoso readeth, let him unde r s t and . " 

Mr. Miller assumes that by the little horn Daniel meant the Papa l power. 
W e , on the contrary, have considered it to signify Antiochus Epiphanes . 
In giving the history of th is barbarous king, Rollin s ays : " I t is impossible 
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for us, wh i l s t we read this prophecy, not to be prodigiously s truck, to see 
the jus tness and accuracy with which the prophet traces the principal 
characterist ics of a king, whose history is so much blended with that of the 
J e w s ; and we perceive evidently, that for this reason the Holy Spirit, 
ei ther entirely omitting, or taking only a transient notice of the actions of 
other much more famous princes, dwells so long on that of Antiochus 
Ep iphanes . 

" W i t h wha t certainty does Daniel foretell a mult i tude of events, so very 
remote, and which depended on so many arbitrary c i rcumstances! H o w 
manifes t ly did the Spirit , which presented futuri ty to his v iew, show it him 
as present, and in a s clear a light, as if he had seen it with his bodily 
e y e s ! D o not the divine authority of the Scriptures, and, by a necessary 
consequence, the certainty of the Christ ian religion, become, by such proofs, 
in a manner palpable and self evident? N o prophecy was ever fulfilled in 
so clear, so perfect, and so incontrovertible a manner as this. Porphyry , 
the professed enemy of the Christ ian religion, as well as of the Holy Scrip-
tures, both of the Old and N e w Tes tament , being infinitely perplexed at 
finding so great a conformity between the events foretold by Daniel and the 
relations given by the best historians, did not pretend to deny this confor-
mity, for that would have been repugnant to plain sense, and denying the 
shining of the sun at noon-day. However, he took another course, in 
order to undermine the authority of the Scriptures. H e himself labored, 
by ci t ing all the historians extant at that lime, and which are since lost, to 
show, in a very extensive manner, that whatever is wri t ten in the eleventh 
chapter of Daniel , happened exactly as foretold by that prophet ; and he 
inferred from this perfect uniformity, that so great a number of events, 
could not possibly have been written by Daniel so many years before they 
happened, and that this work must certainly have been written by some 
person who lived af ter Antiochus Epiphanes, and borrowed Danie l ' s n a m e . " 
—Rol l in ' s His tory , vol. V I I . pp. 138, 139. 

T H E S E C O N D C O M I N G O F C H R I S T . 
T h e first coming of Chr is t was as the babe of Bethlehem, and " the man 

of sorrows and acquainted with gr ief ," I sa . liii. And it is writ ten, that 
" i n his humiliation his judgment was taken a w a y : and who shall declare 
his generation? for his life is taken from the ea r th , " Acts viii. 33. And 
whereas the first coming of Christ was in humiliation, his second coming 
was to be in the glory of his Father. The question is as to the period of 
the second coming of Chris t . " T o the law and the tes t imony." 

Mat thew xvi. 27, 2 8 : " F o r the Son of Man shall come in the glory of 
his Father , wi th his angels, and then he shall reward every man according 
to his works . Verily, I say unto you, there be some s tanding here which 
shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of Man coming in his king-
d o m . " Cruden undoubtedly gives the true exposition of this passage, in 
the way of paraphrase. " All who are at present l iving, shall not be dead, 
when this shall come to pass. There are some a t this day living, who 
shall be witnesses of the evils which I have foretold shall befal the J e w s . " 
See Dr . Clarke to the same purport. The second coming of Chris t , not in 
humiliation, but in glory, w a s to be during the natural lives of some who 
heard him utter these words. 

Mark viii. 38. ix. 1 : " Whosoever therefore shal l be ashamed of me 
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him also shall 

2* 
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the Son of Man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels. And he said unto them, verily, I say unto you, there 
be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they 
have seen the kingdom of God come wi th power ." For the meaning of 
these passages , Dr. Clarke properly refers the reader to his nates on the 
preceding quotation. Both refer to a period during the natural life time of 
some of our Saviour 's audience, when he thus addressed them. 

Luke viii . 26, 2 7 : T h e language here is substantially the same as the 
above. T h e y are parallel passages, and the meaning is the same. W e 
have therefore three distinct passages of Holy Wri t , each of which declares 
that the second coming of Chris t should be during the natural life of some 
of those w h o m he addressed. 

And th is result corresponds precisely with other testimonies concerning 
the second coming. W h e n Jesus sent forth the seventy disciples, he 
informed them that they should encounter divers difficulties, and subjoined, 
" W h e n they persecute you in this city, flee ye into ano ther ; for, verily I 
say unto you , y e shall not have gone over the cities of Israel till the Son of 
Man be c o m e , " Matt. x. 16—23. A g a i n : Peter, referring to John, said to 
our Saviour, " A n d what, shall this man d o ] Jesus saith unto hirn, If I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou m e , " John 
xxi . 21, 22 . 

In Matt . xxiv. 3, the disciples said to our Saviour, in a private interview, 
" T e l l us w h e n shall these things b e ! [namely , the utter overthrow of the 
temple, of which he had jus t been s p e a k i n g ; ] and wha t shall be the sign 
of thy coming and of the end of the world V (See next article for the 
signification of the phrase, end of the wor ld . ) Our Saviour proceeded to 
answer the quest ion; and having noted the tribulations which were to 
come upon Jerusalem, he added, " I m m e d i a t e l y after the tribulation of 
those daye shal l the sun be darkened, and the moon shal l not give her light, 
and the s tars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall 
be s h a k e n ; and then [namely, immediately after the tribulation of those 
d a y s ] shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven ; and then shall 
all the t r ibes of the earth mourn ; and they shall see the Son of Man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with p o w e r and great glory. And he shall 
send his ange l s with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. N o w learn 
a parable of the fig-tree: when his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that summer is n i g h ; S o likewise ye, when ye shall see 
all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. Veri ly, I say 
unto you, This generation shall, not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 
Heaven and earth shall p a s s a y t a y , but m y words shall not pass a w a y , " 
Matt . xxiv. 2!)—35. And then he proceeds to say, that God only knew of 
the precise day and hour : of this, however , they might rest assured,—it 
would come unexpectedly as did the d e l u g e ; and it would certainly be 
before that generation should pnss a w a y . (For the meaning of the phrase 
" t h i s g e n e r a t i o n , " see the article with that title.) T h i s corresponds pre-
cisely with the declarations of our Saviour , before cited, that his second 
coming, even in the glory of his Fa the r , would be dur ing the life-time of 
some of those who stood by when he s p a k e ; and before the seventy had 
gone over all the cities of I s rae l ; and before the death of John. 

By referring to Mark xiii. . you will find the same subject treated of, 
namely, the second coming of Chr is t in glory, in close association with 
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the tribulation of Je rusa lem: and the testimony is again recorded, " V e r i -
ly , I say unto you, this generation shall not pass till all these things be 
done," verse 30. You wil l find the same in Luke xx i . " W h e n ye shall 
see Jerusalem compassed wi th armies, then know that the desolation 
thereof is n i g h . " And in this strain he proceeds, and subjoins the em-
phatic declaration, " This generation shall not pass away till all be fulfilled," 
verse 32. 

T h e apostles spake and wrote in conformity wi th these most explicit 
testimonies. James , addressing the Christ ians among the twelve tribes 
scattered abroad, says , " Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto the coming of 
the L o r d . . . . The corning of the Lord draweth nigh," J ames v. 7, 8. Paul , 
in addressing the converts from Judaism, s a y s , " F o r yet a little while , 
and he tha t shall come will come, and will not t a r ry , " Heb. x. 37. T h e 
believers appear to have become impatient, and these instructions were 
designed to inspire them with confidence in the truth of our Saviour 's pro-
phecies concerning his coming in glory before the close of the generation 
in which he lived. Our Lord had said, " A n d then [ tha t is, in connexion 
wi th armies encompassing Jerusa lem] shall they see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. And when these things 
begin to come to paSs, then look up, and l if t up your heads ; for your 
redemption draweth n i g h , " Luke xxi. 27, 28. And hence it was that 
John , who lived to be a witness of the fulfilment of prophecy, in relation to 
the destruction of Jerusalem and the second coming of Chris t , records these 
expressions prior to those even t s : " S e a l not the say ings of the prophecy 
of this book, for the time is at hand.... Surely 1 come qu ick ly , " Rev. xxii . 
10, 20. And this is in perfect conformity with the introduction to the 
Apoca lypse : " T h e revelation of Jesus Christ , which God gave unto him, 
to show unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass." ch. i. 1. 

T h u s we have learned that the second coming of Christ in glory and 
wi th his angels, was to be dur 'ng the life-time of some who listened per-
sonally to his instructions—even during the generation in which Jesus 
labored among m e n ; and this explains the fact, that the apostles spake of 
that coming as drawing nigh, and being at hand. 

This being established, Matthew xxv . 31—46, is not now to be regarded 
a prophecy.—but merely a prophecy of what transpired some seventeen 
centuries ago—for the time is thus noted : " When the Son of Man shall 
come in his glory, and ai! the holy angels with him, then shall he sit on 
the throne of his glory," &c. T h e same is true of 2 Thess . i. 6—10; for 
there the t ime is thus mentioned : " W h e n the Lord Je sus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, [Greek, t he j ange l s of his power , ] in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not G o d , " &c. B y con-
sul t ing L u k e xvii. 22—37, you may learn how it1 should be " i n the day 
when the Sort of Man is revealed," namely, from Heaven, verse 30—and 
th is is the second coming «of which we have spoken. 

O B J E C T I O N I. " Several of the cited passages speak of the sun bi-ing dark-
ened, tiic moon withholding her light, the stars fulling' front lienven, and the 
powers of the heavens beiiig! shaken, Dkl any of these things oteur at the 
period of the destruction of Jerusalem? or were these things in any way con-
nected with ibe second coming < f Christ at that time ?" Ans. The Bible is the 
best expositor of its own meaning. The Scriptures must teach us the use of 
Scriptural language. Wow it is manifest that the boldest and most startling 
imagery is used in holy writ to denote great cbangcs and judgments in the 
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earth. T h e following are examples: Isaiah thus represents the fall of Baby. 
I o n —« Howl ye, for the day of the Lord is at hand: it shall come as a destruc-
tion from the Almighty . . . . for the stars of heaven and the constellations 
thereof shall not give their l ight ; the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, 
and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. . . . Therefore I will shake the 
heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place," ch. xiii. Similar Ian-
guage is used in ch. xxxiv. to represent the doom of Idumea: " T h e mountains 
shall be melted . . . . And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the 
heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll; and all their host shall fall down, 
as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig-tree. For 
my sword shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to 
judgment." The destruction of Egypt is spoken of in a similar manner by 
Ezekiel: " And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make 
tho stars thereof da rk t 1 will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall 
not give her light. All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee, 
and set darkness upon thy land," ch. xxxii. The prophet Joel, in describing 
the devastations of locusts, (which he terms the army of the Lord,) says, " T h e 
earth shall quake before them ; the heavens shall tremble; the sun and moon 
shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining." And he afterwards 
describes the destruction of Jerusalem, in this strong language; " I will show 
wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 
The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord," ch. ii. [Read verses 28—32, in connexion with 
Acts ii. 14—20.] In corresponding language the destruction of Jerusalem is 
foretold by our Saviour : " T h e sun shall be darkened, the moon shall not give 
her light, the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall 
be shaken ; " and he immediately adds, "And then shall appear the sign of 
the Son of Man in heaven ; and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory," Matt. xxiv. 29, 30. 

OBJECTION I I . " Our Saviour prophccied that he would be seen coming in the 
clouds of heaven ; and in Acts i., we have an account of Christ's ascension con-
nected with this declaration, that, this same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 
Did Jesus appear personally at the destruction of Jerusalem ?" Answer: Of 
the Lord, " who maketh clouds his chariot," it is said, " for he cometh, for he 
cometh to judge the earth, ' Psalm levi, 13—but " God is a Spirit," and cannot 
therefore appear personally—yet it is said that he cometh to judge the earth. Sec 
also Psalm xviii. 9—13, and Isa. xix. 1, for other instances in which God is said 
to come to the earth in clouds. In the last cited text.it is wri t ten," Behold the 
Lord rideth upon a swifl cloud, and shall come into Egypt." How? Surely 
not personally. 

" Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven," Matt. xxvi. fi4. On this passage, Dr. 
Adam Clarke says, in a paraphrase, "Hereafter in a few years, ye shall see the 
Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, fully invested with absolute 
dominion, and coining in the clouds of heaven to'execute judgment on this 
wicked race. See ch. xxiv. 30." 

" Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him, and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him, Rev. 
i. 7. This is plainly a citation of Matt. xxiv. 30 : " And then shall appear the 
sign of the Son of Man in heaven ; and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Scui of Man coming in the clouds," &c. I have 
previously shown the period to which this passage refers; and I now subjoin 
Dr. Clarke's note. " The plain meaning of this is, that the destruction of Jeru-
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salem will be such a remarkable instance of the divine vengeance, such a signal 
manifestation of Christ's power and glory, that all the Jewish tribes shall mourn, 
and many will in consequence of this manifestation of God, be led to acknow-
ledge Christ and his religion." Matthew Henry thus writes:—" Coming in the 
clouds of heaven. This refers to another prophecy concerning the Son of Man, 
Daniel vii. 13,14, which is applied to Christ, Luke i. 33, when he came to de-
stroy Jerusalem; so terrible was the judgment, and so sensible the indications 
of the wrath of the lamb in it, that it might be called a visible appearance of 
Christ." 

I t is objected, however, that John says, "every eye shall see him." Very 
well: Jesus sa id , " they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds." He 
also said, " There be some standing here who shall not taste death, till they see 
the Son of Man corning in his kingdom." We are reminded, moreover, that 
" the kingdom of God" was not to come " with observation,"—that is, it would 
not be seen as a really tangible thing—but the persons addressed would see it, 
and the Son of Man coming in it, in the same sense that we see the progress of 
truth, and the like. The progress of truth, is but its effect; and so the disci-
pies, when they saw the fulfilment of the prophecies in relation to the overthrow 
of Jerusalem and the temple, were to be as positive that the Son of Man was 
coming in his kingdom, as though they saw him with their outward eyes. 

I t is still objected, t h a t " the same Jesus was so to come in like manner, as 
he ascended into heaven." Veiy well: No one supposes that another Jesus or 
Messiah was to be appointed to execute judgment. Moreover: lie ascended, 
not in humiliation, but in g lory; and he was to come the second time, in like 
manner, that is, in the glory of his Father. It is not to be supposed that all the 
circumstances must be the same. Jesus was informed of certain "Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled wiih their sacrifices;" and he said, "Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likeioise perish." And so of' the eighteen " upon whom the 
tower of Siloam fell." Luke xiii. 1—5. But he did not mean, that the persons 
exhorted to repent would be slain by.Pilate, or crushed by the falling tower of 
Siloam, in case they remained Unpenitent. Yet he said, " Ye shall all likewise 
perish." By this he merely signified, that the doom of the persons addressed 
would bear some resemblance to that of the examples cited—namely, its agony, 
&c. So when we are informed that Jesus was to come in like manner as he 
asqended into heaven, we are not to infer that the second coming would cor-
respond in all respects to the ascension. The ascension was bodily, and in a 
cloud literally; the second coming was to be in spirit, in the execution of judg-
ment (jn the Jewish people and the establishment of his kingdom and truth. 
And he is represented as coming in the clouds. The chief circumstance of cor-
respondence is, that the one was, and the other should be, in power and glory. 
God came to Egypt in clouds to execute judgment, Isa. xix. I ; and in the same 
scnt-e Jesus came in clouds to execute judgment on Jerusalem. 

OBJECTION I I I . It is alleged, that " all nations were not gathered before th» 
Son of Man at any time in connexion with the destruction of Jerusalem ; and 
that therefore the coming noted in Matt. xxv. 31, must yet be future." Ans. 
Matt. xxiv. and xxv.-constitute one discourse, unbroken excepting by the modern 
division into chapters and verses. It was uttered by our Saviour on the Mount 
of Olives, to a private audience of his disciples. Tko discourse is properly di-
visible into three sections. 1st. The time of his comivg, the signs thereof, and 
the judgment on Jerusalem which should then take place. This division ex-
tends to Matt. xxiv. 41, inclusive. 2d. The sccond section extends to xxv. 30 
inclusive, and regards the disr iples. The parables of the faithful and unfaithful 
servants, the wise and foolish virgins, and the talents, were severally used as 
incitements to diligence and watchfulness on the part of those wlro professed 
the name of Christ. 3d. The third scction embraces verses 31—46 of ch. xxv., 

Center for Adventist h • 
Andrews Univc,„ 

S e m e n Springs, Micniyc 



/ 2 2 ) 

and refers to those among all nations to whom the gospel should be proclaimed 
by the disciples. Those who treated them well, should enter with them into the 
joys of the kingdom into which Jesus promised to come before that generat ion 
passed away ; and those who maltreated them, would be sentenced to go into 
the everlasting punishment to which the unbelieving J e w s were doomed,— 
which punishment was symbolized by everlasting fire. 

Of this everlasting punishment the prophets had spoken. See Jer. xxiii. 39 
4 0 : " Therefore, behold I, even I, will utterly forget you, and I will forsake 
you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and cast you out of my pre-
sence ; and I will bring an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame, 
which shall not be forgotten." Accordingly when the everlasting institution of 
Moses [Levit. xvi. 34] was superceded by the Gospel, and the everlasting priest-
hood of Aaron [Ex. xi. 15] was abolished, the Jews were driven from their ever-
lasting possession of Canaan, [Gen. xvii. 8] into everlasting reproach and punish-
ment among allnations of the earth. 

In the reply of our Saviour to the question of his disciples concerning the 
sign of his coming and of the end of the world, he says, "And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations, and 
then shall the end come. When y e therefore shall see the abomination of desola-
tion, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth 
let him understand ;) then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains," 
&c . Math. xxiv. 14—16. St. Paul himself speaks of the gospel's being come 
into all the world, and preached to every creature under heaven, Col. i. 6, 2 3 ; 
and in his epistle to the Romans, ch. x. 18, he very elegantly applies to the 
lights of the Church, what the Psalmist said of the lights of heaven. Their 
sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the end of the world. Dr. 
Clarke. And when the gospel had thus been preached in all the icorld for a 
witness to all nations, then came the end of the Jewish polity; and then were 
fulfilled the prophecies concerning the second coming of Christ; and then all 
nations were gathered before him—not in an outward sense, for Christ did not 
come personally, but in a spiritual sense. And then began the judgment of the 
world in righteousness, which is spoken of in Acts xvii. 31. For, mark ! there 
is nothing said of a resurrection in Math. xxv. 31—46 ; nothing about faith, or 
profession of faith: the judgment is wholly of works. For the salvation which 
is not of works, see 2 Tim. i. 9. T i tus iii. 3—6. Rom. v. 18. Eph.ii. 8. Phil, 
ii, 9 - 1 1 . Col. i. 20. 

P H R A S E E N D O F T H E W O R L D . 
T h e phrase "end of the world" occurs 7 times in the New Testament. The 

Greek term rendered world is not Kosmos (which signifies the material world,) 
but A ION, which signifies era, or age. Its meaning is well expressed when wc 
speak of the Christian era, Jewish era, Elizabethcan era—or golden age, the 
dark ages, and the like. Hence we read of Christ, that he did not " offer him-
self often, as the high priest entercth into the holy place every year with blood 
of others; for then he must often have suffered since the foundation of the world 
[Kosmos;] but now once in the end of the world [aiou in the plural,] hath he 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrificc of himself," Hebrews ix. 25, 26. 
When did Jesus offer himself on the cross? Ans. In the end of the world. 
When was that? Ans. In the end of the Jewish world, or era, 

Paul speaks of the punishment of the murmurers in the wilderness, and says, 
" N o w all these things happened unto them for ensamplcs ;—and they are writ-
ten for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world faion in the plural] 
are come," 1 Cor. x. 11- On whom did the ends of the world come ? Ans. On 
Paul and the Christian believers of his day. What world (or worlds) does he 
refer to ? Ans. The Jewish world or era, and all the other eras which preceded 
the Gospel or Christian era. , 
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The disciples asked our Lord, in a private interview, " What shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world V' [aion cr Jewish era,] Matt, 
xxiv. 3. (See the preceding article for the second coming of Christ.) The sign 
of the end of the world, was the same as the sign of the coining ot the Son of 
Man. In the reply of our Saviour, he speaks thrice of the end, namely, the end 
of the world inquired for, verses 6 , 1 3 , 1 4 ; and he assures his disciples that the 
end would be before that generation passed away. (See thee next article.) 

Our Saviour, in instructing his disciples to go forth and preach the gospel, 
promised to be with them alway, even unto the end of the world, [ aion, or Jew-
ish era,] Matt, xxviii. 20. That is, he promised to be with them till that perio 
" working with them, and confirming the word with signs following," Mar 
xvi. 2 0 ; and that the allusion is to the signs of miracles, will be manifest by 
referring to verses 17 and 18 of this chapter. Miraculous signs ceased at the 
close of the Jewish era and the commencement of the Christian era. 

The other 3 places in which the phrase end of the world occurs ,are in Matt, 
xiii, 39, 40, 48. And since the preceding examples refer only to a period o f 
time long since past, namely, the end of the Jewish era or age, may not the 
passages now quoted refer to the same period ? Let us examine them, 

" The field is the world," not aion, or era ; but KOSMOS, the material world. 
There is not a place in the Scriptures in which the end of Kosmos is mentioned 
—but the end of aion is seven timea spoken of in the New Testament. Four of 
the places have already been noted. Matt, xiii- 39—" The harvest is the end of 
the world, [aion]—verse 48, " so shall it be in the end of this world," [aion.] 
It was at that time that the Son of man would gather OCT OF his kingdom all 
things that offend, and tliem which do iniquity. What kingdom is meant! 
Plainly, the outward gospel kingdom, compared to " a net which gathered of 
every kind." In that kingdom were those who violated the commandments and 
taught men to do so, as well as those who were obedient, Matt. v. 19. But at the 
second coining ofChrist to reward every man according to his works, (see pre-
ceding article,) a separation was to be made. The evil were then to be cast 
into a furnace of fire. What is signified by this furnace of fire ? I answer, as 
Jerusalem is spoken of spiritually as Sodom, and her punishment symbolized 
by a lake of fire and brimstone in the Apocalypse,—so she is spoken of spiritu-
ally as Egypt, ("Sodom and Egypt where also our Lord was crucified," Rev. xi. 
8)—and Egypt is spoken of as a furnace, Deut. iv. 20; and we read in Isa. xxxi . 
9, " The Lord's fire is in Zion, and HIS FURNACE IN JERUSALEM." See also 
Ezekiel xxxii. 18—22:—"Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become 
dross ; all they are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace; 
they are even the dross of silver. Therefore thus saith the Lord God; because 
ye are all become dross, behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst of 
Jerusalem. As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into 
the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt il; so will I gather 
you in mine anger and in my fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you. 
Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall 
be melted in the midst thereof. As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace 
so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof; and yc shall know that I the LORD, 
which poured out my fury upon you. 

T H I S G E N E R A T I O N . 

The disciples put this question to our Saviour,—" What shall be the sign of 
thy coming and of the end oftlie world," Math. xxiv. 3, thus speaking of these as 
simultaneous or contemporaneous events. The sign of t he onewas the sign of 
the other. After detailing many events which should precede his coming and 
the end of the world, Jesus introduced the parable of the fig tree, and then sub-
joined, " Verily I say unto you, this generation shal not pass, till H these 
things be fulfilled," verse 34. 



/ 2 4 ) 

In order to overthrow this argument, Mr. Miller assorts, that by generation, 
our Saviour meant " his elect, his children, and his generation," namely, the 
generation of Christians. How utterly false and ridiculous this assertion is, will 
appear by noting a few places in which the same Greek expression occurs, 
translated this generation. In Matt, xxiii. our Saviour says, " That upon you 
may come all the righleous blood shed upon the earth Verily I say unto 
you, All these things shall come upon this generation." Matt. xii. 41, 42—"The 
men of Nineveh . . . the queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with 
this generation, and shall condemn it." For other examples, see Matt. xi. 16. 
Mark viii. 12 Lukevii . 31. xi 29, 30, 31, 32, 50, 51. Instead of "this genera-
tion," read "Christ's elect," or""Christ's children," and you have a specimen of 
the beauties of Millerism ! Whitby says, the expression " this generation 
never bears any other sense in the New Testament, than the men of this age" 
and that Matt. xxiv. 34 " affords a full demonstration that all which Christ had 
mentioned hitherto was to be accomplished whilst some of this generation of 
men lived." [Com. in loc.1 

On the same passage, Dr. Lightfoot says, " Hence it appears plain enough, 
that the foregoing verses are not to be understood of the last judgment, but of the 
destruction of Jerusalem. There were some among the disciples (particularly 
John) who lived to see these things come to pass. With Matt. xvi. 28, compare 
John xxi. 22. And there were some Rabbins alive at the time when Christ 
spake these things, who lived till the city wa3 destroyed, namely ,Rabban 
Simeon, who perished with the citv; R. Jochanan ben Zaccai, who outlived 
i t ; R. Zadock, R. Ismael, and others." 

What, then, is the conclusion of this matter? Plainly, that the second coming 
of Christ,and the end of the world, and the setting up of the abomination of des-
olation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, are events which belong to a period of 
time long since past. And since Mr. Miller depends greatly on the assumption 
that the second coming referred to is yet future, his whole theory of the end 
of the material world in 1843, is but "the baseless fabric of a vision" of his o 

A L L F O O L ' S D A Y . 

Prof. Stuart of Andover, in an Appendix to the second edition of his Hints 
on the Prophecics, makes the following seasonable suggestion for the considera-
tion of the Millerites: " If I can be allowed for a moment to interfere, I would 
respectfully suggest, that in some way or other they have in all probability 
made a small mistake as to the exact day of the month when the grand catas-
trophe takes place, the FIRST of April being evidently much more appropriate to 
their arrangements than any other day of the month." 


