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TO THE READER.

To enumerate all the delusions which have afflicted the human race,
from time to time, would be a task of infinite labor, and one, if completed,
that would certainly astound even the minds of the superstitious and the
ignorant. . Prophet after prophet, each with his several dogmas, has come
forth to curse the land; and scarce have the opinions of one died awa
before those of another are proclaimed with equal presumption, destined to
the same fate, but carrying in their fall thousands of deluded wretches to
infidelity and misery.  And there is something singular in the contempla-
tion that, no matter how many of these delusions may have been proved of
the most hurtful tendency, and the intentions of their Prophets of the most -
unholy and sin-dyed charaeter, still there can be found thousands who, with
all of this experience before them, are ready to engage in the first scheme
that may come forth, no matter what may be its character or what its
ultimate tendency. But it is the more singular, and, indeed, to be deeply
regretted by the sincere christian, that in this age of enlightened un(rar-
standing, expanded intellect, and increase of all that can benefit the haman
mid.?ﬁere should be found those who are so devoid of good sense—so
devoid of every prineiple that can elevate the character of man as to engage
in delusions which have been proved in former ages foolish and vain.
Respecting the final dissoluticgle of ’the h1;;'01'!(1 we Ilav'%i l:add P h;ac]nilaﬂer

0 roclaimed by « ts,” « Messengers of God,” * Holy Men,”
EC 0:;?: zf Christ,” &c.;l?zf as the world has never been destroyed, we
of course are right in pronouncing these prophecies as incorrect and their
P gropsondy i it pened that th of

n the year 1794 (in England) it hap) t the frue spirit of proph

was founfl to exist(in one John Wright. This man proclaimed the ﬁ:.{
dissolution of the world which he showed by fair caleulation, which
bronght # fear and trembling” upon hundreds of deluded followers who, to
appease the wrath of God, spent all their timé in doing services which, in
their estimation would prepare them to meet tne second- advent of Christ,
The doctrines of Wright soon spread, and that his principles might have a
still wider dissemination, he found it necessary as well as convenient for
his own pockets to publish a book containing * caleulations,” deseriptive
of terrible things, which must shortly come to pass. This book was
entitled « knowledge uof some things that will ily be revealed in
the world, communicated to a number of christians by the power of the spirit
of God from all nations ; now published by his divine command for the good
of all men, by John Wright, his servant and one of the brethren.”” The con-
tents of this book consisted of “awful calamities,” ¢ terrible desolations,”
“sgigns in the heaven and in the earth,” * wars and ramors of wars,”
ther with all that is now proclaimed by the followers of Miller. This book
sold very fast, and the pockets of Wright were soon filled to his extreme
Fmtiﬁcation; and, in a short time, he became a rich, and, certainly, a very

earned prophet! Old Father Time brought the day around—the deluded
followers gazed upon the heavens for their Lord—their ears were opened
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beyond their natural limits, that they might hear the *blasts of the trump ;"
but the Lord did not come—the blasts were heard not—no sign appeared
in the heavens, and the whole scheme died away remembered only by
Wright, who of course would not forget how his pockets were filled by the
operation. A s -

Shortly after the above transaction, there appeared in England another
« Prophet” who called himself « Nephew of God;” bat whose real name
was Richard Brothers. 'The person, John Wright, who was mentioned
above, soon became acquainted with this new prophet, and being himself
well skilled in matters and thi Pemin.ing to this peculiar trade, Brothers
took bhim as a “chosen apostle,” and they plammed together for future
operations. The world this time was most assuredly destined to be over-
thrown, as Brothers & Co. showed by the most decided caleulations.
Letters were sent to the King and members of Parliament, warning them
of the awful destruction that was shortly to take place, and that they must
turn from their opinions and believe in the “chosen prophet” of 'God.
Brothers also his followers that he intended to proceed to Jerusalem
and ‘prepare it for the receptacle of the saints at the second coming. It
would be impossible to deseribe the rapidity that distinguished the spread
of this delusion; but certain it is that the whole of England was nﬂPected
by it and trembled.  Old men now began to dream strange dreams—young
men prophecied—visions were seen in the heavens—sounds were heard in
the silent night—singular shocks were felt—men became afraid ; some
drowned themselves, some cut their throats,—women destroyed their
children,—and such was the awful state to which this delusion brought the
people, that the gomrnmemof England found it necessary for the safety
and peace of society to take the matter in hand. =Brothers & Co. were
committed to prison, and the poor deluded wretches who had bowed before
them now exulted at their torments.

Another instance of strange delusions we find recorded in the Life of
Johanna Southeott. This person made the most ridieulous pretensions—

fessed to be the woman spoken of in the scriptures as having the moon
under her feet, and the twelve stars, representing the twelve apostles, on
her head;  Thousands believed her professions and acknowledged her as
the prophetess of God. = A book was also published containing her doe-
trines, which sold at a rapid rate, and brought what she most desired,
money into her pockets. - Johanna was soon found out to be an impostor—
the ‘people deserted her, and, in a short time, she died a most miserable
death, and was buried without eeremony.

Thus we have noticed a few of those delusions which have brought with
them misery and distress.  We could mention many others, but we do not
deem it necessary, as the intelligent mind is already convinced that nothing
shall’ be establi bat what is fonnded in truth. In this age we have
« Mormoniem” and * Millerism™" before us. . The former a'book specula-
tion well known to all, and the latter an oft repeated prophecy that the
world must shortly come toan end. In the following pages will be found
a full and complete refutation of Millerism, while Elomoniam needs no
refutation. To the candid reader we commend the arguments in this book,
hoping that he mﬁe convinced that Millerism is a delusion, being well
assured. oarselves that # the lip of truth shall be established forever.” =

shulal C. 8, Banev.
Philudelphia. ; swol



END OF THE WORLD.

—_———
SYNOPSIS OF THE THEORY AND CALCULATIONS.

Daniel speaks prominently of 2300 days. He has also four other num-
bers, namely, 1260, 1290, 1335 days, and 70 weeks, (equal to 490 days.)
Each of these days Mr. Miller considers a year; and it is one of his cardi-
mal propositions, that in prophecy this method of computation must always
be regarded. Accordingly, the 2300 days aforesaid are reckoned as so
years, and are declared to commence with the going forth of the ¢
ment to rebuild Jerusalem, and to extend to the resurrection and end of the
word in A. D, 1843; and therefore they are supposed ‘to embrace all the
gadlwr’nqmbem in the book of Daniel. The subjoined are the five prineipal

culations:

CALCULATION L

From the date of the commandment to rebuild Jernsalem, B. C.

457, to the orncifixion of Christ, 70 weeks, or 490 years, . 490
From the crucifixion of Christ to taking away the daily abomina-

tion, which is sulj:posed to signify Paganism, . . . 475
From taking away of Pagan rites to setting up the abomination

of desolation, or Papal civil rule, 3 2 - g A 30
From the setting up of the Pzig:.l abomination to the end thereof, = 1260
From the taking away of the Papal civil rule to the first resurrec-

tion and end of the world in 1843, . . Sl R 45

These being added, present the sum of the years, . . . = 2300

CALCULATION IL

From the full term of the vision, as above exemplified, . . 2300
Subtract 70 weeks of years to the erucifixion of Christ, - . . 490

—_—

1810
Add to this the term of our Saviour's life, 298 G 2o A, 33

End oftheworldin . . ', A D.1843

CALCULATION IIL
From the erucifixion to taking away the daily abomination, the
" gecond item of the first caleulation, . . . sbiley 475
Add our Saviour’s age, 33, and Daniel’s number 1335, . 4 1368

Eﬁ of the world, in . v vestdi IB_-GE
l.
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CALCULATION 1V,

From the full term of the vision as before exemplified, . . = 2300
Subtract the date of the commandment to rebuild Jerusalem, B. C. 457

—_—

End of the world, in . . . A.D, 1843

CALCULATION V.

In Leviticus xxv1. 23, 24, the Lord speaks of ennish‘.ing the house

of Israel * yet seven times for their sins.”” Seven times (or

years,) each day reckoned as a year—360 multiplied by 7, 2520
Subtract the date of the first captivity in Babylon, at which time,

it is assumed, this threatened punishment commenced, B.C. 617

—

End of the world,in . i « A.D. 1843

Behold how clearly it is shown, by four methods of calculation, that the
world is doomed to destruction in Anno Domini 1843! The ealculations
and result will surely be undeniable, if days in prophecy are always to be
computed as years—and if a time signifies 360 years—and if the assumed
references are correct—and if the dates are all right,—and so on to the end
of the chapter of contingencies. One year of error will confute the theory.
No, not one year—for in 1838 Mr, Miller declared, that divers specified
evils would come upon the land in 1839, as the precursors of the destruc-
tion of the world,—but 1839 passed away without bringing the predicted
evils; and now we are informed that he madeé a mistake of a year,—and
that the evils referred to will come the current year! Among the specified
evils are these: * Christians will be persecuted unto death, and dens and
caves in the earth will be their retreat, . . . And this, if I am right in my
caleulations, will begin on or before A. D. 1839, corrected to 1840.  How
much prospeet there is of the fulfilment of this prediction, the reader will

judge. .. . :

‘Fﬁem is a remarkable circumstance to be noted in relation to this theory,
namely :—It is reasonable-to: suppose that our Saviour and his apostles
understood the prophecies of Daniel; and, haviog all his numbers before
them, they surely conld have made as correct calculations as those in
review. . Why did they not inform us that the world would be destroyed
in or about A. D. 18431 Admit, if you please, that they could not deter-
mine the hour, day, week, or month; could they not have mentioned fhe
year? or, at all events, the cenfury ?  And yetitis not pretended that any
thing of the kind -is g0 much as intimated in any part of the New Testa-
ment! Admit, moreover, that they had not the knowledge of then fufure
and' now past events possessed by Mr. Miller: accordi:F to the theory
before us, it was only necessary to know two things, in order to determine
the issue within a year—Ist. The number 2300 in the prophecy of Daniel ;
2nl'2d. The date of the edict to rebuild Jerusalem, B. C. 457, Subtraet,
and you have A. D, 1843. In this way our author first learned the tidings
he is now proclaiming; and could: not our Saviour have made and given
~ us this brief calculation?: It a&pearsi_w me, that this consideration alone

should invalidate the whole of this modern theory of the end of the world.
‘We profess to revere.our Lord as a ¢ wiser than Solomon ;* but if the theory
be-true, and /e understood it not, a still wiser individual is in our midst !
‘And if our Saviour did understand it, and knew that Daniel’s vision of 2300
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days would be fulfilled or consummated in 1843, can anmlausible reason
be assigned for his perfect silence on the subject? Will Mr. Miller pretend
that the revelation of this matter was reserved for Aim 2

TWO ERRORS IN THE THEORY.

Admitting, for the Eresent, that all the propositions and dales are correct,
there are two facts which utterly refute the whole theory. -

I. Mr. Miller computes from B. C. [that is Before Christ;] but all his
dates since the commencemont of the Christian era are the common dates
of A. D. [that is, Anno Domini, or year of our Lord.] Thus: From
Daniel's 2300 he subtracts B. C. 457, and then gives the result, 4. D.
1843. But it is notorious that our A. D., or Vulgar Era, is four years
deficient. Let any one examinc the account of the birth of Christ, in any
quarto Bible with marginal references, and he will see that it stands thus:

Matthew ii. 1, 2. Now when Jesus was born in Bethle- The 4th year
hem of Jndea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there before the
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is common ae-
he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star count called
in the east, and are come to worship him. Anno Domini.

See also Luke ii. 21.—Dr. Adam Clarke says, © By the year before the
vulgar era of Christ, is meant, that correct chronological reckoning which
showed that the vulgar or common reckoning of the A, D., or year of our
Lord, is deficient not less than four years; so that the present year, 1812,
should be, according to strict chronological precision, 1816.” [Advertise-
ment to Com. on N. T.] I need not multiply quotations, for no person of
any Biblical knowledge will dispute this statement. ~ For our present pur-
pose, it matters not how this error occurred : it is sufficient for ns to know
that it exists, and that the present year, A. D. 1840, is in reality 1844!
Where now is Miller’s Theory? He says the world will be destroyed in
1843—but 1843 is already past!! ]

1L The framer of the theory in review, adopts the Jewish method of
computing time, namely, 30 days to a month, and 360 days to a year; and
he carries this computation forward to 1843, Thus: A time, times, and
half a time, are 3 1-2 ]{ears. or 42 months, or 1260 days,—each day being
reckoned as a year.—But wh&shonid he overlook the faet, that we do not
compute time in this way? We reckon 365 days and 6 hours nearly, to a
year. - He errs to the amount of 5 1-4 days in each year—and this error
since the birth of Christ amounts to more than 26 years! Add this to the
before mentioned error, and we have 30 years to subtract from 1843—
leaving 1813 as the date of the burning up of the world! This theory is
constitated on the principle of the joint-snake,—wherever you touch it, it
breaks. What confidence can persons of good sense re in the calcula-
tions of a man who either overlooks or looks-over such self-evident truths as
these! I have not yet disputed a single proposition, nor doubted-a single
date :—for argument’s sake I have admitted the entire hypothesis—and lo!
the mark of Ichabod already appears! The theory is exploded by admitting
itto l?e true! : | : b 1 . )

~ERRORS IN THE CALCULATIONS.
~ But let us enter somewhat into the details of the caleulations in e:er;yect
of :mmbers, dates, &c. For the. present L will not question  the cardinal
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prorosition, that in prophecy a day is always to be reckoned a year, nor
Eil I meddle with any other of his general assumptions, in this section of

e review. .

The first calculation is the basis of the whole theory. Mr. Miller began
with the idea that 2300 years extended from the edict to rebuild Jerusalem,
B. C. 457, to A. D.1843; and he considered it essential to specify the
several periods of the vision, so that all of Daniel’s numbers might be
embraced,

He begins with 490 years (being the seventy weeks) to the crucifixion
of Christ, as the first period. second item is thus obtained : From
2300, subtract 490, and the remainder is 1810 after the crucifixion. From
this sum, subtract Daniel’s 1335, and the remainder is 475. To this, add
our Saviour’s age, 33, and you have A. D, 508, as the date of taking away

anism, or the daily abomination, ;

everal things must here be noted: Mr. Miller says, that 666 in the
Apocalypse, is the number [which he considers the age] of the Pagan beast,
or Pagan Rome. How does he make this appear? ~Ans. Having fixed
A. D. 508, and wishing to secure 666, he looks into a chronological table
for the difference between these numbers, namely, B. C. 158—and luckily,
he finds that in that year * the Grecian general Bachides withdrew his
army from before Jerusalem, and never returned to vex the Jews any more."”
" What a wonderful coincidence! Our author desired to obtain the sum of
666—so he added A. D, 508, to B. C. 158—and behold ! he succeeded !
And with what shadow of reason? He says, that the Roman influence
secured the withdrawal of the Grecian army; the Roman influence was
obtained by a league of amity with the Jews; and this league is alloded to
in Daniel xi. 23. ~ But even admitting that Daniel here prophecied of the
league which is matter of history in Josephus, Antiq. B, xii., the subject has
no more reference to the Apocalyptie beast, than it has to the Nahant sea-
serpent! But seriously, what right has any man to forture time and faets
in this way? When we speak of the age of a person, we inquire for the
date of his birth, and not for the date of any particalar.ncident in his life.
If Pagan Rome be signified by the beast having the number 666, we must
go back to the building of Rome, B. C. 752. Besides: What autherity is
there for assigning A. D, 508 as the end of Pagan Rome? Rome literal
was destroyed by the Goths, A. D. 476; and Paganism, as a religion, vir-
tually ceased in Rome, when Constantine was converted to Christianity,
namely, A. D, 313. The notes in Dr, Clarke’s Commentary on Rev. 12:
9, assign 395 as the date of ¢ the total %Tpresaiou of Paganism.” * The
same date is given by Prof. Tytler of the Edinburgh University.

The third item of the first calculation is 30 years, obtained by the simple
process of subtracting 1260 from 1290! And it is asserted by our auther,
that 80 years elapsed, (a sort of inferregnum) between the cessation of
Px'nn rites and the beginning of the eivil rule of Papacy. Add 30 to 508,
and you have A. D. 538. Notwithstanding the assumption of this date as
the commencement of Papacy, Mr. Miller states that ecelesiastical jurisdie-
tion was given to the Bishop of Rome in 534, ' Dr. Johnson says, in his
chronological table, that in the year 606 * the power of the Popes, by the
concessions of Phocas, emperor of the east, begins.”” The theory before us
assumes 538,—and in this there is an error of 68 years! But the true date
of the temporal authority of Papacy is A, D. 755. In that %:;tempbnl
power was conferred on Pope Stephen I1. by Pepin, King of France. And
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mark! ourauthor's-calenlations concerning Papal Rome refer, nof fo ecble-
siastieal authority, but to civil or political rule, as will ‘beseen in the next
patagraph.  Now, sinee the temporal power of Papacy began in 755, if it
shall continue 1260 years, it will not'cease till 2015.  And if to this we
add’ the 45 years of the theory, we shall' postpone the end of the world to
Anno Domini 20601 A small error of two hundred and seventeen yedrs!

The fourth item of the first calculation is 1260. ' 'This is one of Daniel’s
nimbers, and is said to be equivalent to a time, times, and a half'; or three
and a half years; or forty-two months; each being considered’ propheti-
cally—a day for a year. Mr. M. alleges that 1260 yearsare specified as
the duration of the image or Papal beast. Taking his own [false] date,
A. D. 538, he adds 1260—and finds the result tobe A.D. 1798." And
then, (O wonderfal coincidence !) he sees the fulfilment of prophecy in the
faet, that the Pope was deposed and taken prisoner by the French in that
very year! The little horn was then broken! and 45 years from that date,
shall be the first resarrection and the burning of the world!  However, let
us suppress the organ of marvellousness for a brief space, and allow a little
exercise to the organs of number, comparison, and causality.—1st, Our
author does mot pretend that the ecelesiastical power of Papacy ceased in
1798 : no, it is the civil power which, in his judgment, was t'lJmu abolished.
Of course, if temporal authority ended in 1798, and had continued 1260
years,—temporal authority began in 538. But we have shown that it did
not begin till 755—an error of 217 years! 2d. It is not true that Papal
political or eivil authority is abolished. It is true, that the Pope was
deposed and his power suspended fora season—but it was shortly restored,
and is now recognized by all the states of the christian world. = The Pope
siill reigns over his Italian dominions, and dwells in the Vatican, not only
asa spiritual Tiler, but as e political Prince.—But what of all this?
When a man has determined to make out a theory, he has no respect for
facts, excepting so far as facts have respeet for him. 1 :

The fifth item of the first calculation is obtained with as much ease as
was the third, and in the same way. Subtract one of Daniel’s numbers
from another, namely, 1290 from 1335, and you haved45. Add this to the
four preceding items, and (O marvellous consummatton of the theory !y
you have 2300! Then add 45 to 1798, and you have shown that the world
will be burnt up in A. D. 1843! 001 v

Mr. Miller’s method of making out his theory, reminds me of the manner
in which a lazy school-boy operates in Arithmetic. The terms of “the sum®
are given, and also “the answer.” He goes to work, and labors assiduously
—but he fails in the attempt. Becoming perplexed, he inserts a number
here, and a number there—echanges this item, and alters that,—and, finally,
the last row of figures is the desired answer. But when interrogated for
the reasons of the caleulation, he can only reply, that he sought the solution,
and has found it!'— IV

" As the seconds third and. fonrth, ealoulaions of the theorysaro based i
the first they need not be separately analyzed,

In the fifth caleulation, two positions are assumed; Ist. That 7 times
sianify seven years, each day to be computed as a year—namely, 2520
ears; and 2d. Thatthe punishment threatened in Tevit. xxvi.'23, 24,
egan B. C. 677, the assumed date of the first captivity in Babylon, and
will terminate in A.'D. 1843, Let us examine these positions,



(10)

- 1st. Do seven times in slgmf{mo ears? Consider Neb-
uchadnezzar’s dream of the tree, iel, eh. iv. e interpretation given
by the prophet was as follows: 4 This is the decree of the Most ﬁl'tgh.
which is come upon my lord the king; That they shall drive thee from
men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall
make thee to eat grass as oXen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of
heaven, and seven tives shall pass over thee,” &c,—That this was a
prophecy is manifest, It was a prediction uttered a year before there were
any signs of its fulfilment—nevertheless, “All this came upon the King
Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of
the king of Babylon. The king spake,and said, Is not this great Babylon,
that I have built,” &e. See verse 28, et seq. Now if seven times signify
25620 years, Nehuchadnezzar is among the beasts of the field, and is eatinq
at the present day, and will continue so to do for 110 years longer !
his judgment came upon him B. C. 570. Subtract this from 2520, and
the remainder is A, D, 1950 !—— But Nebnchadnezzar was restored to his
kingdom after seven years of punishment; and therefore seven fimes in pro-
phecy do not signify 2520 years, nor any thing like it,
2d. Mr. Miller asserts that the punishment threatened in Lev. 26, began
with the first eaptivity in Babylon, which he dates B. C. 677. But where
is the proof that the text refers to any specific captivity or punishment?
There is no such proof. And besides : Although king Manasseh was bound
in fetters and carried a captive to Babylon, there is no propriety in con-
sidering this the first captivity. ~Manasseh was taken by treachery,
Josephus, B. X. ch, 3,] and was afterward liberated, and returned to; his
ingdom, and reigned in peace and piety. He was taken captive B. C.
GTT,JQJr according to Calmet, 661,] and the Jews were not troubled by
the Chaldeans for more than half a csntur% afterwards ! The first captivit
in Babylon is dated about B. C. 602, [Calmet] and the fourth, whiag
was the commencement of the 70 years captivity predicted by Jeremiah,)
about 14 years subsequently. But our author perceived that no olker
date besides B. C. 677 would answer his purpose ; and therefore he chose

ttho disr'egard the interdict of propriety, in order to establish a baseless
eory !

COMPUTATION OF TIME IN PROPHECY.

One of the cardinal propositions of Mr. Miller’s Theory, is, that in pro-
hecy a day signifies a year; a month, 30 years; and a year, 360 years, I
Fslmll endeavor to show that this is an error.

First of all, however, let it be noted, that probably the 70 weeks of
Daniel signify weeks of years, namely, 490 years. We know that the
01d Testament speaks of Sabbatic years, asa prominent item in the Jewish
economy, because referring to the Jubilee. See Leviticus xxv. Every
seventh year ike land was to enjoy a Sabbath of rest, that is, it was not to
be tilled.  And the year following seven of these Sabbaths fo the soil,
namely the fiftieth year, was to be a Jubilee fo the people. Thus we read :
“And thou shalt number seven Sabbath of years unto thee, seven times seven
years; and the space of the seven Sabbaths [or weeke:a of years shall be
unto thee forty and nine years....And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and
proclaim l.iberz:hmughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof’ it
shall be a jubilee unto you.” This was a distinetive featdre of the Jewish
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institution; and it would not be a matter of astonishment should we find
that a Jewish prophet has spoken of sabbaths or weeks of years.

But in the case of days, months or years, we have no such precedent;
and therefore, even admitting that the; 70 weeks of Daniel signify 490
Yyears, it does not follow that his 2300 days signify 2300 years; or that 42
months signify 1260 years; or that 7 years signify 2520 years.

But Mr. Miller thinks he has found. three scriptaral examples, which
justify his proposition that in prophecy a day is to be considered a year.
Ist. Jacob served seven years for Rachel, but Leah was palmed ;&m
him by the craft of Laban. When he expostulated, Laban said, « Fulfil
her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt
serve with me yet seven other years,” Gen. xxix. 27. Mr. M, says the
word week -here signifies Jacob’s seven years’ service for the second
daughter, Bat this is an error. The allusion is to the seven days of
the marriage feast customary among the Jews. See Clark on the passage.

2d. In Numbers xiv. 34, the Lord said to the Israelites, «After the num-
ber of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day
for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years.” But here note,
that the concerns the forty years. 'The {orry days already constitu-
ted an item of history; and the kistorical fact of forty gaya searching the
land, is merely mentioned as the ground work of the forty years punish-
ment of wandering in the wilderness, here predicled. :

3d. The prophet Ezekiel (chap.iv.) was commanded to lie on his Jeft
side 390 days, and then on his right side 40 days, as @ sign to Israel and
Judah of their punishments, respectively ; and it is siﬂoined, ] have ap-
pointed thee each day for a year.” But let it be observed, that the 430 days
of the sign were not a thJa: .. The thing prophesied was 430 years of
-punishment; and Ezekiel, in being directed to lie 390 days on one side
and 40 on the other, received a special command to consider a day of the
sign as a year of the M But Daniel received no such command
concerning the 2300 days. Besides: the word days is used as significant
of ‘days only, in ch.’x.” “The prinee of the kingdom of Persia [ Cyrus’
withstood me one and twenty days,” verse 13. is period is mention
in'verses 2, 3—¢ In those days 1 Daniel was mourning three full weeks,
[Heb. weeks of days.] I ate no pleasant bread ... till three whole weeks
were fulfilled.” "This could not have been 21 zurs-—-for Cyrus lived only
19 years after taking Babylon—and that which Daniel speaks of occurred
in -5., 3d year of Cyrus, verse 1.—Mr. Miller’s examples are therefore not
to the point, Bt z

‘Days. Jonah prophecied that in 40 days Ninevah would be overthrown.
Did he mean 40 years? The Lord said, Gen, vii. 4, * Yet seven daim,ahd
“T'will eause it to rain upon the earth 40 days and 40 nights.”  Are a‘f in

is prophecy to be reckoned as years? Joshua said to the Israelites,
#After three 'aays, ye shall pass over this Jordun,” Joshuai. 11, Did he
mean three years? ! ; ' vl

Months. In Ezekiel xxxix. 12, it is said in prop_h?? concerning the slain
of the armies of Gog, '(Anﬁo‘ehus} that the house of Israel should be seven
meontlu burying them, Does  this signify 210 years? See Dr. Clarke on

ears. Jeremiah' mehamed that M'Jem-shbuld “ serve the kin of
Babylon seventy years,” ch. xxv. 11,12, Did this term signify 25,
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years?  Surely Mr. Miller must have been sorely pressed forpremises, be-
fore he assamed the principle that in prophecy, time is to be reckonéd a day
fora year! , . v et dneeh gvih 1o sEes siyhi 8
(uDATE AND INTENT OF THE APOCALYPSE. ¥
Tae pare of the hook has generally been set down A, D. 96—but there
is much internal evidence that it was written previously to the de-
struction of Jerusalem. 'T'his view is maintained by Grotius, Lightfoot,
Hammond, Sir Isaac Newton, Bishop Newton, Wetstein, and other em-
‘inent eritios, 7 ’ ' ; '
The book eontains several direet references to the eity of Jerusalem, and
the temple.  Rise, and measure the temple of Ged, and the altar, and
them that worship therein. But the eourt which is' without the” temple
leave out, for it is given unto the Gentiles; and the holy eity shall they
tread under foot forty and two months,” eh. xi.1, 2. %e court of the Gen-
tiles was peculiar to the Jewish temple; and that Jerusalem is here termed
the holy city, may: be: seen by Luke xxi. 24— And Jerusalem shall be
trodden.down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.!”
In eh xi. 8 there is mention of * the street of the great city ..., where also
our Lord was crucified.” . In¢h. xiv. 15 there is a reference to the temple
at Jerusalem in contradistinction from * the temple which is in heaven,”
-mentioned verse 17, il farony 2 ,hosl
T'ue 1xTexT of the book may be gathered from a variety of cireumstances
of which, the subjpin%:ar_e examples.—Johnspeaks of three cities, Sodom,
(also called Egypt,) Babylon, and New Ierusalem, He also speaks of two
women and one man child. wfoaiin il 43 1o dabol
- 1. Sedom. But we learn that this long-destroyed city only furnished the
name by, which Jerusalem was intended, for this was “ihe great city,which
spirilually is called Sodom and Egypt, where.our Lord was erueified,”” ch.
xi. 8, d'{lr Saviour had said, ¢ It cannot be that a. prophet perish out of
Jerusalem,” Luke xiil. 33. It washere thatthe prophets of the old dispensa-
tion was slain, and here were 1\;da_in the Messiah and some of -his disciples
—and,possibly the Old and, New Testaments. are, the. fwo_wilnesses: who
continued to prophecy, though in sackeloth, during the 1260, days 42
months, or a time, times and the dividing of time, or three years and
a half, from the eommencement of the siege of Jerusalem to its final aver-
throw, and the destruction of the temple by the Roman ‘army.—By, the
“woman clothed with the sum, and the moon under her feet, and upon her
head a crown of twelve stars,” Jerusalem; as the centre and representative
of Judaism, is meant. She gave birth to @ man ehild [ Christianily;] and
‘when i her child was ﬁauﬁ:ﬁ unto God and to his throne,” she fled into
the wilderness, where a place had been Lﬁl:.apﬂmd for her, to be nourished
/1260 days, (the period above noted, until the consummation ofthe prophecies
‘in;regard to the establishment of Christianity., ., 0, oo 0l
| 2, Babylon. As Sodom was: but;a name for Jerusalem, so Babylon is but -
a name for a seven-hilled cify, a mark which cannot be mistaken. -This ity
had the ewpire of . the wold 3 for it is said  thereof, **which  reiguetiy over
m.kiug:__ff the Emh,” ch, xviiy, 18; and this. renders it certain that by
Babylon, on the Euphrates, is sigoified Rome on the Tiber. . The scarlet
colored beast, having 7 heads and 10 horns, is the symbol of Heathenism, of
which Rome was the centre,—The seven, heads are seven mountains
[Rome] on which the woman sitteth;—and there are seven [Roman]
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kings,”’ ‘who gave their power successively 'to Heathenism, {by ' the
two beasts, one out ofthe earth; and the other outof ‘the sea, land and sea
forees,] to persecute the woman [Judaism] who gave birth to ‘the man
child, [Christianity,] and to the remnant of her seed, ch. xii, the believing
orconverted Jews. - OF the seven kings, five had fallen when John wréte,
E’?imhably Caligala, Claudius, Nero, Galba’ and Otho,}ione! was, [probably
tellius,} and the other had not yet come, [probably Vospasiany under
whose! reign Jerusalem  was destroyed and (the temple' burnt.] Theten
horns signified ten‘kings who had not as vet received' a kingdom, but'who
should afterward arise, and' give their power and influénce to'the Roman
government for the destruction of Christianity, ¢ ‘These have one mind,
and shall give their power and ‘strength to'the beast”—but in’the issue
“they shf{ll hate the  harlotyand ' shall ‘make her’degdlate.”® T offer no'
o&tﬁon as ‘to. who 'may be inténded by these ten kings—thongh possibly
they signify the chiefs of the barbarous nations who ravaged and destroyed
me; " i slgmeih 2 :I' 1) (Y ] . . 3 !l] y
82 New Jerusalemi. ' By this the Gospel is signified.  John says, ¢1'saw
the holy eity, New Jerusalem, coming down from God oot of heaven, pre-
pared 25 a bride adofned for her husband, And'I liearda great voiée out
of ieaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will
dwell with' thém, and they’ shall bé his peoplé, and’ God himself shall be
with- themy and' be ‘their God,” ¢h. 'xxi. 2, 3. 'This is the new heaven
wherein dwelleth ‘righteousness, 1 Peter/iii; 13, Of this Tsaiah had pro-
phecied, ch. Ixv./17.” ‘And this New Jerusalem, was established in the earthy
after the destruction of Jerusalem, (spiritmally'ealled Sodom,) whieh destrac-"
tion was symbolized by the lake of fire and brimstone, which is the seaond
‘national] death of the Jews—the! fivst death being when' Nebuchadnezzar
estroyed” the city and temple. ~ Tlie powerlof LivErax Babylon caused the
Jirst national death of the Jews: the second fwhich'wns;liko unto’ the first]
was caused by Rome, which' is' carLen Babylon in the Apocalypse.
* Literal Jerusalem was trodden under foot forty and two ménths, beinir
the three and a ‘half ‘years/ ffom the commencement’ of the siege 1o the
destruetion of the temple. 'Durin% this space of forty and two months, the
beast was permitted 1o continue,” or as in the'margin, fo make war. Also
during this period thie woman, or Judaism, was nourished in'the wilderness,
ch. xii. 6,14.” During that period, namely, of the' siege, eleven hundred
thousand Jews fell by the edge of the sword, [Josephus, Wars, B. VI ¢h.
ix. 3,] and in the end, the fest'were led away captive into all'nations; and
Jerusalem was trodden ‘under foot of the Gentilesy until the  times of the
Gentiles '[the 1290 and|1335 daysof Daniel] were fulfilled. . Then the
Christians had rasf,-l'—t':e: Jews were shut out of 'thetkingdom, beirg
blinded ; the two witnesses [the Old and New-'l‘emmu.:?eﬁwsiy
clothed in sackeloth,] testified of  the man child,” Jesvs, and his saving
power; and the truth was disseminated farand wide. oo T
' Thus we have seen that the Apoca treats of Judaism, Heathenism,
and Christianity ; that Sodom spiritually is Jerusalem nterally—Babylon
spiritually ‘is literally—and  the ity of the New Jerusalem is
hristianity 'in its establishment on earth. ~ And as Jerusalem, as the
chief city of Judaism, is represented' by the ‘woman wha give birthi 16 a
man child,—so Rome, as the chief city of Heathanism, is symbolized
by #Mystery ‘Babylon, the mother of harlots and ‘abomiriations “of the
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The establishment of Christianity after the overthrow "of Jerusalem,
is the prominent theme of the Apocalypse. .2Ul other events i
m:hbut indroductory to and MJ!HJ ation of the vision of
John,

And though the forms and ceremonies of both Judaism and Heathanism
continued to exist after the advent of the New Jerusalem, and still exist,
—the princiglas.of Messiah’s kingdom then confirmed, and destined to
universal diffusion and triumph, The grain of mustard seed shall grow
into a widely-spreading tree. ‘The leaven shall leaven the whole lamp.
The stone cut out ofg the mountain without hands, shall fill the whole

1

Besides the foregoing considerations, the subjoined are worthy the most
candid attention: It was as necessary that some inspired person should
stand by to witness and record the fulfilment of the prophecies, as that those
prophecies should have been delivered. ~And Joﬁn was chosen for this
purpose. Peter saith to Jesus, referring to this disciple, “ Lord, and what
shall this man do?! Jesus saith unto him, If I will that ke tarry till Icome,
what is that to thee?” John xxi, 21, 22. Accordingly we find that John
lived till the second coming of Christ; and, in the Apocal l‘;lrue, we have
the resalt of his observations of passing events conneeted with the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem and the establishment of the Christian Religion. See ch,
1, 1: %The revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave unto him, to show
unto his servants things Which must shorily come lo pass; and he sent
and signified. it by his angel unto his aermn.r " And whereas Daniel
was commanded to seal the prophecy, because the time was long, John was
forbidden to seal it, beeausaibt time was at handy Apocalypse xxii, 10
The book is intreduced with epistles to the seven churches in Asia, of
which John was overseer. And then follows the train of events which pre-
ceded the descent of New Jerusalem.

As an example of the manner in which the fulfilment of onr Saviour's
prophecies is noted by John, I present the subjoined. It occurs under the
sixth seal. 'The first seal was opened, and the white horse came forth,
hearing the Conqueror, The second was opened, and there went out a red
horse, denoting War, The third seal was ,and there went forth
Famine, under the figare of the black horse. o'?he fourth seal was opened,
and Death rode forth on the pale horse. The fifth seal was :rened. and
the martyrs “eried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and
true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the
earth?”  The answer was *that they should rest yet for a little season.”
Then the sixth seal was opened, *“and lo, there was a great earthquake;
and the sun became black as sackeloth of hair, and the. moon became as
blood ; and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth even as a fig tree casteth
her nntimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heavens
departed as a scroll when it is rolled. together;and every mountain and
island were moved out of their places. . And the kings of the earth and the
great men ... hid themselvesin the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;
and said to the mountains and, the rocks, Fall on, usy and hide us from the
face of him. that sitteth on the throne, and. from;the wrath of the Lamb }
ilg:'the great day of, his wrath is come ; and.who.shall bé able to stand 1””

» V1, snaighilisods 19 7in lsddy ol ex amoll  d@e- Difg ]
- Now refer to Luke xxiii. 27—36,. As/Jesus was onhis'way-to Calvary,
“there followed him a great company of people, and of women, whoalso
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‘bewailed and lamented him. = Bt Jesus turning unto them, said, Daugh-
‘ters of Jerusalem, weep not forme, but weep for yourselves, and for your
children.  For, behiold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say,
Blessed are those who are not mothers. [See the place, and Luke xxi.
23.] Then shall tHey begin to say to the mountains, Fall onus; and to the
hills, Cover us. ~Forifthey'do these things ina green tree, what shall be
done in the dry " ' That the reference here is to the destruction of Jerusa-
‘lem is plain. "It is called the great day of wrath, and properly,—for Jesus
said, *Then shall be great tribulation, such as was notsince the beginning
of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be,” Matt. xxiv. 21. ' “These
be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfill-
ed. ... There shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this pec-
ple. And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away
captive into all nations; and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gen-
tiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. And there shall be signs
in the sun, and in the moon and in the stars,” &e. Luke xxi, 20—25. And
that the opening of the sixth seal refers to the samed:eriod, may be seen by
consulting both passages in connexion. Yet Mr. Miller dates the opening
of the six%h seal during the French Revolution in 1790! ;

FULFILMENT OF THE PROPHECIES.

1. Daniel’s 70 weeks prubablﬁ‘lsigniﬁed weeks of years, as noted in
the article on the Computation of Time. I might assign a pumber of rea-
sons for stating this in the way of probability merely,—but I do not think
it necessary. °
2. Daniel's first abomination refers to the doings of Antiochus Epiphanes,
the history of which you may find in Josephus, Antiq. B. xii. 5., and also
in 2d Maccabees. The history there detailed is in Daniel xi. Heis
mentioned as “the little horn™ in ch. viii. 9. Itis said in the verse pre-
ceding. “The he-goat [Alexander] waxed very great; and when he was
strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up fonr notable ones
toward the four winds of heaven.” This denotes the division of Alexander's
m‘l'lire in Macedonia on the west, Persia on the east, Egypt on the south,
and Syria on thenorth, ¢ Aud out of one of them, [Syria] came forth a
little horn, which waxed exceeding great toward the south, ;mpt,] and
towards the east, [Persia,] and toward the pleasant land,” [ .] This
is strietly true of Antiochus, as is also every thing assigned to the little
horn. He polluted the sanetuary of strength, took away the daily sacrifice,
offered swine’s flesh on the altar, and set up the statue of Jupiter Olympus
in the temple. In verse 13, the question is asked, ** How long shall be the
vision concerning the daily sacrifice and the transgression oﬁmlation, to
give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?* T'he an-
swer is given—* Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall
the sanctuary be cleansed,” The 2300 days was the duration of the vision
- concerning that circumstance, and this number does not include the seventy
weeks. ‘I'he duration refers merely to the ‘ascendency and evil influence
of Antiochus—which existed abont 6 years and 4 months. He commenced
by tampering with the religious integrity of the Jews, and soon sold the
high-priesthood to the highest bidder, This was the transgression of
desolation. And then he took away the daily saerifice, polluting the tem-
and thus made the Jewish sapgtnaries desolate for three years and six
months, or 1260 days, Josephus, Wars, B, v, ¢h, 9, § 4, But about
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2300'days from the commencement of ‘his ascendency and| evil influence,
he died a miserable death jon his way from Persia to demolish the city,—
and mﬁdas-m then cleansed the sanctuary and restored the temple
W J YROEN] B bad 10T e ol w asodl san lmassli
3 '.-]ganicl had a vision of -four great monarchies, Babylonian, Persian,
Grecian and Roman. He was in captivity in Babylon when he wrote; and
-as his prophetie eye looked down the lapse of time to the period when the
power of -the holy people should be!finally scattered, he beheld the over-
throw of the Babylonian monarchy by the Persian; the overthrow of the Per-
sian by the Grecian; and the overthrow of the Greeian by the Roman.. But
-He saw an important circumstance: between the division of Alexander’s
Jkingdom and the eventnal triumph of Rome. ' That important eireumstance
awas the pollution of the temple by Anfiochus, | Ofthis he speaks, by way
of-épiwf: o the close of chap. xi. and then recursto the evils to befal the
xhu}y.‘rebiﬂaf [the Jews;] by the ageney-ofi the fourtl or Roman, monarehy.
“And at that time shalll Miehidel stand - up, the great prince which standeth -
forthe-children of thy people: and there:shall be atime of trouble such.as never
awas since there abas @ naticn event to that same timie,” 3.1, OnrSaviour has
determined the reférence of this propliecy. He spid to his disciples, when
detailing the signs which Is_h_oni{d .Erer_edel_lhq destruction of Jernsalem,
“When ye thereforb stiall 'see the' ABomiration of désoldtion, spoken of by
Daniel the p t, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth lethimunder-
stand ;) Zhen let them which:be in.Judea flee into the mountains ;. let him
whichiis on the house tap not conie:down to take,any thing out of - his
house..... for then shall be great tribulation such as was nol _since the be-
ginning if thelwaorld lo thisltme, no, nor'ever shall;belagain,”’ Matt! xxiv.
1581 —Thisis conclusive—but o miake ) assurance doub! ¥ snre, | Cons
sulé Dan: il M=+ And from ‘he: time: that, the daily sacrifice shall be
taken away, and the abomination fhel anaketk desolate setup; there shall be
asthonsand ' two - hupndred and ninety days.”  In verse 9, the question was:
asked; ¢ How lone shall it be to the: end of these wonders 1’ The answer
was!given,s ¢ It shall be for- & time titaes” and a half,.(42 months, or-1260
days;) and when he shall have accomplished to scatiér the, power of the
holy people,all these things shall:be!finished.” « The difference of 30:days
may denote the time which elapsed from: the. destruction of the temple tol
leading the Jéwisht people away. enptive intoall natigns, thus scatiering
the'fiower of the haly people ; and thére may have subsequently been forty
five'days before quietness and rest were restored to the diseiples of Christ,
Avall evénts, it is'elear that every:thing noted in Daniel xii.’ was fulfilled
and finished within 1385 days from the pericd: when the Roman army
under,Titus invested Jerusalem. | ‘The prediction: was. then fulfilled,
ﬁiat thé' abominatian: which raketh desolate should stand in the. holy.
place: it wysh bl St B bagaaaily oW oia’) Hnavis aivamy
In this view of the subject, we ean teadily utiderstand why our Savioun
did not ﬁit'e uis the brief ealeuldtion: by which, Mr.-Miller proves that the
world iill be destroyed in 1843, ., Our hlessed Lord has fixed the reference
of Daniel’s vigion in chap. xii., and: e who reveres the divine authority
more than he does the visionary specalations of uninspired men, will give
diligent heed to his testimony, /1" Whoso readeth, let him understand. Tutid
“"Mr. Miller assumes that by the littlé horn Daniel meant the Papal power.
We, o' the contrary, have considéred it to signify Antiochus Epiphanes.
Ti'giving the histéry of this ‘barbarous’ king, Rollin says: «Tt is impossible
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for us, whilst we read 'this' propheey, not to be prodigiously sirack, to see
the justness and accuracy with ‘which the prophet traces ‘the prineipal
charaeteristics of a king, whose history is 8o much blended with that of the
Jews; and we perceive evidently; that for-this reason the Holy Spirit,
either entirely omitting, or taking only a transient notice of the actions of
célher much more famous princes, dwells so long on that of Antiochus
piphanes. ; 11 99 14
“With what certainty does Daniel foretell a multitude of events, so very
remote, and which depended on so many arbitrary cireumstances ! - How
manifestly-did the Spiritywhich presented futarity to his view, show it him
as present, and in as clear a light, as if he had seen it with his bodily
eyes! Do not the divine anthority of the Seriptures, and, by a necessary
consequence, the certainty of the Christian religion, become, by such proofs,
in a manner palpable and self evident? No prophecy was ever fulfilled in
80 clear, so perfeet, and so incontrovertible a manner as this, Porphyry,
the professed enemy of the Christian religion, as well as of the Holy Serip-
tures, both of the Old and New Testament, being infinitely perplexed at
finding so great a conformity between the events forétold by Daniel and the
relations given by the best historians, did not pretend to deny this confor-
mity, for that would have been repuﬂnm to plain sense, and denying the
shining of the sun at noon-day. However, he took another course,in
order to undermine the authority of the Seriptures. He himself labored,
by citing all the historians extant at that time, and which are since lost, to
show, in a very extensive manner, that whatever is written in the eleventh
chapter of Daniel, happened exaetly as foretold by that prophet; and he
inferred from this perfect uniformity, that so.great a number of events,
could not possibly have been written by Daniel so many years before they
happened, and that this work must certainly have been written by some
n who lived after Antiochus Epiphanes, and borrowed Daniel’s name.”
—Rollin’s History, vol. VII. pp. 138, 139,

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST.
The first coming of Christ was as the babe of Bethlehem, and * the man
- of sorrows and acquainted with grief,” Isa, liii. And it is written, that
“in his kumiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare
his generation? for his life is taken from the earth,” Acts viii. 33, And
whereas the first coming of Christ was in humiliation, his second coming
was to be in the glory of his Father. 'The question is as to the period of
the second eoming of Christ. ¢ 'T'o the law and the testimony.”
Matthew xvi. 27, 28: ¢ For the Son of Man shall come in the gl'olg of
his Father, with his anglels. and then he shall reward every man accordi
to his works. Verily, I say unto you, there be some standing here whi
shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of Man coming in his king-
dom.” Craden undoubtedly gives the true exposition of ‘this pann%:,dm'
the way of paraphrase. * All who are at present living, shall not be dead,
when this nha!rmne to pass. There are some at this day fiving, who'
shall be witnesses of the evils which 1 have foretold shall befal the Jews.™
See Dr. Clarke to the same purport. = The second coming of Christ, not in
humiliation, but in glory, was to be during the natural lives of some who
heard him uotter these words.
- Mark viii. 38. ix. 11« Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him also shall
2%
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the Son of ; Man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels. And he said unto them, verily, I say unto you, there
be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they
‘have seen|the kingdom of God come with power.” For the meaning of
“these passages, Dr. Clarke properly refers  the reader to his netes on the
preceding quotation. . Both refer to a period during the natural life time of
some of our Saviour's audience, when he thus addressed them. . = |
Luke viii. 26, 27: 'The langnage here is substantially the same as the
above. ' They are -parallel passages, and the meaning is the same. We
have therefore three distinct passages of Holy Writ, each of which declares
that the second coming of Christ should be during the nataral life of some
of;shose,whom he addressetlo "ol 1o yirroding suivih o) ton ol 1augs
. /And this result corresponds precisely with other, testimonies.concerning
the second. coming, . When Jesus ' sent; forth, the  seventy disciples, he
informed them that they should encounter divers difficulties, and subjoined,
4 When they persecute.you. in this citys flee, ye into another; for, verily:I
say, unto you, ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel till the Son of
Man be come,” Matt. x. 1628 - Again;: Peler, referring to John, said to
our Saviour,  And what shall this man dol/ Jesus saith unto bim, If I
will that. be tarry till I come, what.is that: to thee? follow: thon me,?” John
Xl dfons oot o Javawa  Lyab
- InMatt, xxiv. 3;the disciples said to our Saviour,in a private interview,
¢Telllus, when shall these things be? fnamely,-the utter overthrow of the
temple, of which he had just bﬂen_sp*eaking;{; and what shall be the sign
of thy.coming and of the end;of the world !’ (See next article for the
signification of the phrase, end of the world.) . Our Saviour proceeded  to
answer. the -question; and having noted the: tribulations which  were; to
eome upon Jerusalem, hel addedy s Fmmedigiely after: ihe [tribnlation; of
those daye shall the sun beidarkened; and! the maenhall not give her-_liﬁht
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and. the yiowers,of - the lieavens. all
be shaken; and then [namely, immediately after the tribulation of those
days] shall appar the sign ‘of the Son' of %‘l n'in héaven'; and then shall
all; thei:tribes of the| eafthmourn; and they:shall see the Soniof Man
coming in-the-clouds of heven-with power sind [great glory.. And he shall
send liis angels with.a great soutidiofia- trampety and they shiall gatlier his
dleet from the four avinds; from one end of heavenito the other..: Now: learn
aparable of s the fig-tree: when his branch is yet tender, and_putteth forth
ves, ye know that summeris nigh ;- Solikewise ye, when: ye shall see
all these things, know that:it is:near, éven at.the doors:  Verily, 1. say
unto -you, (This: generalion sl mol jpassy 1ill all these things be fulfilled.
Heaven and earth sha}l pass away, but my words shallinot jpass away,’!
Mattyxxivi 20535, And then:hi proceeds to say, that God only knew of
the: drlbisei dayiand hoifr of:i izisi;hor&\u:]vpmtha:i miglit ':l:haasun;g;mbl:
wopld come : uneapectedly as did the deluge ; ‘and it would certainly; |
before ihatagﬂwaﬁgnishetﬁlynpa mways | (For the meaning of the, phrase
“ this gendration,”! see the-article with ithat-title.), This ¢orresponds pre-
cisely.with the declarations of .our Saviour, liefore cited, that his second
coming, even’ in the glory of his Pither, would -he during: the life-time. of
some of those who stood by when: he spake;.and, before the seventy bad
gone over all the cities of Israel; and before theideath of Johno (/1) Lo
By réferring to Mark' xiii. you: will sfind| thie same . subject, itreatedi/of,
namely, the:second: coming of/ Christ in.glory, in :close’ asseciation: with:
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the tribulation of Jerusalem: and ‘the testimony is again recorded, “ Vet

Iy, 1 say uato you, ts generation hall nf pas Rl all thse things
&ﬁ,'xy;::;j 30." You wi :ﬁﬂ:ih the saﬁip‘l; Lu:e ':#r‘i :f. wnam 8,
see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolatio
et 1 Slgh™ A b i Wi N8 i, S5 PR e
phatic declaration, * This generation shall not pass away till all be f !
Verse jz. i od Tl wiconh o -tacd cod Jie b A oo Beliviy of Hlada
~ The apostles spake and wrote in conformity with these: most explicit
testimonies. James, addressing, the Christians among the twelve tribes
scattered abroad, says, ‘* Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto the coming of
the Lord, . .. The coming of the Lord draweth nighy’ James'v. 7, 8. Paul,
in. addressing the converts from Judaism, says, ¢ For-yet a little/ whilé,
and. he.that shall come will come, and will ot tarry,"* Hebi:xi'37, " The
believers appear.to have become: impatient, and these instructions were
designed to inspire them with confidenee in ‘the trith' of our Saviour’s pro-
phecies  concerning’ his eoming in glo;g-bﬁftire" the close'of the generdtion
in whieh he lived.  Our Lord had said, « And theri [that is, m-gﬁn;:lé%'iah
with' afmies encompassing Jetusalem] shall ‘thiey sée’ the Son 'of Man
comning ‘in a eloifd with ‘power ‘and  giéar’ glory. Ai@ﬁ'ﬂﬁ’e’ﬁﬁk;’é‘_fﬁing;
bcElh’_ 1o eome’ tdfﬁa};s”} thew 160k ‘up, and Tift up ‘your heads;, for. your
redemption’ drawvet! '__rif,gh,""L;'ikle xxi. 27, 28, At;_l;,‘ﬁém_;' - 1t was, that
JTohn, who Jived 10 be a witness of the fulfilment of prophecy, in relation o
the destruction of Jerusalem and the second coming of Chuist, records these
expressions prior to_those events: “Seal not, the sayings of the propheey
of this book, for the time is at hand. . . . Surely L come quiekly;" Rev. xxii.
10,.20. ;sAnd. this, is in perfect eonformity, with -the introduetion te the
Apocalypses,, # Thexevelation of Jesus Christ) which God gave-unto im,
to show unto his servants things which nitst shortly toside fo pass."rehy i1,
...Thus we have leared that the second coming of Christ;in glory and
With' his angels, was to be dur'ng -it’:.,-' ife-time,of some who li .!ey.ﬂf perr
sonally fo his instructions—even, during. the generation;in which Jesus
labored among men; and this explaips the fact, that..the apostles spake of
that coming ds drawing n,igk,ms.bdng abhandi) oin s
.1 This being established, Matthew xxy. 31—46,is not now to-be regarded
a, prophecy,~hut merelyia proplicey of what! transpired some seventeen
eenturies ago—for theitime. is' thus noted : ¢ Wheril the- Son of Man 'shall
ecome in. bis glory; and .2ll:the holy angels with" himi, then slvall ke siton
thie thronié of his wlory,”” &e. - The same it troe of 2'Ihess, il 6--107 for
there the time is thus:mentioned s “Whenthe Lord Jesus shall be reveale
from heaven with Lis mighty angels,_ Greek, the angels of hi_é’p'oﬁ'i} 't’]'_'iﬁ
amming fire taking venpednee on the ghat“ﬁnp@v‘ not Goll,™ &¢. ' B con-
siltitig Luke'xvil. 22—87,'you may learn how it"should Be % j_i_i:gi;w
When' the Sorl of Mani is révealed,” namel§, from Heaven, verse 30—and
tHES 15 the Second comingof which we havesbokens o . oivin
Owaierron I “ Several of the cited passages'&peik of the sun: brihg durk!
ened,the moopnwithholding ber light, thes stars fulling famohonven, and (e
posvers of the heavens:being shakens i iy of (liese s’ geeur ot the
period-of, tlie: destruetion’of Jorisalom 2o/ were thiese-things in ang why eon!
vected with the tecond!coming «f Chiriktat that tivie ? © Ansi The Bible is the
best!expositor of itd owh aneaning: ©The Scriptures st feuch'us the uke of
Seriptural lorigoage: < New it fis inanifest: that «1he boldest und st Martlivie
imugety is ased i holy writ to/denote grest' changos'and jadgments i’ th
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earth,, The following are examples: Isaiah thus represents the fall of Baby-
lon—* Howl ye, for the day of the Lord is at hand : it shall come as a destruc.
tion from the Almighty .., . for the stars of heaven and the coostellations
‘thereof'shall not give their light ; the sun shall be darkened in his folpg forth,
and the moon shall not cause her light to shine, , . . Therefore I will shake the
heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place,” ch. xiil. Similar lan.
guage is used in ch. xxxiv. 10 represent the doom of Idumea: *The mountains
shall be melted ... .And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the
heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll; ‘and all their host shall fall down,
as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig-tree. For
my sword shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to
judgment.” The destruction of Egypt is spoken of in a similar manner by

iel: “And when T shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make
the stars thereof darke 1 will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall
not give her light, All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee,
and set darkness upon thy land,” ch. xxxii. The prophet Joel, in describing
the devastations of locusts, (which hé terms the army of the Lord,) says, “ The
earth shall quake before them ; the heavens shall tremble ; the sun and moon
shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining.” And he afterwards
describes the destruction of Jerusalem, in this strong language; **1 will show
wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.
The sun shall be turned into darkness,and the moon into blood, before the great
and terrible day of the Lord,” ¢h. ii. [Read verses 23—32, in connexion with
Acts ii. 14—20.] 1In corresponding language the destruction of Jerusalem is
foretold by our Saviour: *'The sun shall be darkened, the moon shall.not give
her light, the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall
be shaken;” and he immediately adds, “ And then shall appear the sign of
the Son of Man in heaven ; and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,
and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory,” Matt. xxiv. 29, 30

Ossxcrivs 11 “ Our Saviour prophecied that he would be seen coming in the
tlonds of heaven; and in Acts i., we have an account of Christ’s ascension con-
neeted with this declaration, that, this same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall 8o come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
Did Jesus appear personally at the destruetion of Jerusalem 7" Answer: Of
the Lord, * who maketh clouds his chariot,” it is said, * for he cometh, for he
cometh to judge the earth,’ Psalm levi, 13—but “ God is a Spirit,” and cannot
therefore appear personally—yet it is said that he cometh to judge the earth. See
also Psalm xviii. 9—13, and Isa. xix. 1, for other instances in which God is said
to come 1o the earth in clovds. In the last cited text, it is written, “ Behold the
Lord rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt." How? Surely
not personally. .

* Hereafter shall ye sce the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power,
and coming in the clouds of heaven,” Matt, xxvi. 64. On this passage, Dr.
Adam Clarke says, in a paraphrase, * Hereafler in a few years, ye shall see the
Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, fully invested with absolute
dominion, and coming in the clouds of heaven to”execute judgment on this
wicked race. See ch. xxiv. 30" 1 §in

“ Behold he cometh with clonds, and every eye shall see him, and they also
which pierced him, and all kindreds of'the carth shall wail beeanse of him, Rev.
i. 7. This is plainly a citation of Matt. xxiv. 30: * And then shall appear the
sign of the Son of Man in héaven ; and then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds,” &e. I have
previously shown the period to which this passage refers; and I now subjoin
Dr. Clarke's note. * The plain meaning of this is, that the destruction of Jeru-
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salem will be such a remarkable instance of the divine vengeance, such a signal
manifestation of Christ’s power and glory, that all the Jewish tribes shall mourn,
and many will in consequence of this manifestation of God, be led o acknow-
ledge Christ and his religion.” Matthew Henry thus writes :—* Coming in the
clouds of heaven. This refers to another propheey concerning the Son of Man,
Daniel vii. 13, 14, which is upplied to Christ, Linke i. 33, when he came to de-
stroy Jerusalem so terrible was the judgment, and so sensible the indications
gf; the :rnﬂl of the lamb -in it, that. it might be called a. visible appearance.of
It is objected, however, that Jobn says, ‘‘every eye shall see him.” Very
well: Jesus said, * they. shall see the Son of Man' coming in the clouds.”  He
also said, 4 There be some standing here who shall not taste death, till they see
the Son of Man coming in bis kingdom.” | We are reminded, moreover, that
% the kingdom. of God'’ was not lo come ** with cbservation,’—that is, it wonld
not be seen as a really tangible thing—but the persons addressed would see.it,
and the Son of Man coming in it, in the same sense that we see the progress of
truth, and. the like. *The progress-of teuth, is but, its effect; and so the  disci-
ples, when, they saw the fulfilment of the prophecies in relation to the overthrow
of Jerusalem und the temple, were L0 be as positive /that the Son of Man was
coming in his kingdom; as though they saw him with, their ontward eyes. ..
It is still objected;that# tke same Jesus was so to come in like manner, as
he, ascended. into heaven.”, -Very wells No'ong suppages that another Jesus or
Messiah was to be appointed. to execute judgment. -Moreovers he nscended,
nat in humiliation, but- in.glory ; and. he was to.come. the second Aime, in like
manner, that is, in.the glory/of ‘his Father: . It is not 10 be supposcd that, all the
circumstances must ‘e Ahe. samey, . Jesus. was informed of certain * Galileans
whase:blood Pilate had mingled with their pacrifices;?” aud hejsaid, * Except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.?, And so of the eighteen “upon whom. the
tower of Siloam fell’" Lykexiii, 1-=5. - Buthe did not mean, that the persons
exhorted o repent would be elain by Pilote, or cruslied: by, the falling tower of
Siloam, in case they remuined impenitenti - Yet he said, “ Ye shall all likewise
perish” . By this he merely. signified, that the: doom:of the persons addressed
wopld bear some résemblanee 16 Uiat of the examples cited—namely, its agony,
&o. -So when we are‘informed: that Jesus was to-game in like manner. as be
asgended fintp heayen, wenré not-to infer that the second coming would, cor-
respond in all respects to the ion. The uscension was bodily, and inja
cloud literally ; thesecond goming was (o ben spirit, in the exceution of judg-
ment on the Jewish people, lfmf_ ILe establishment of his kingdom and truth.
And Hie is represented as coming in the clouds, ~The ehief cireumsance of eot-
respondence is, that the one was, and. the other should be, in power and glory.
God came to Egypt in clouds to execute judgment, Isa. xix. 1; and in the same

s_éna'u Josus came in elonds to execute judgment on Jerosalem, %
b@mserion TEL: It is ulleged, that «ull nations were not gathered before the
Son-of Man st any time in connexion” witly tho’ déstruction of Jerusalem; and
that! therefore the cominz tofed in Motiy xxv. 81, must yet be fature Ans,
Matt. xxiv. and xxv. constitule one discourse; unbroken exeeptingby the madern
division: into chapters and verses. 1t was uttered by oir Saviour on the Mount
of Olives, 10 a private audience of his diseiples. *T'he discoursois properly di-
visible into three Beetions. . Tst, ' The time o{ kis coming, the signs thereof, and
the judgment on Jeruselem which should ‘then/teke: place,+ This division ex-
tends o Matt; xxiv. 41 inclusive: ' 2d: The second seetion extends to xxv. 30
inclusive, andregards the diseiples. < The ‘parables of the faithful and unfaithful
servanls, the wise nldd”fodlie['f;\'irglns. and ‘the talents, were' setemllyinmd-'ﬁ
inciternenie to diligenes and watehfulness on the part of thase who professed
the name of Christ.  3d. The third scetion embraces verses 3146 of chixxv,
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and refers to those among all nations to whom the gospel'should be proclaimed
by the . Those who treated them well, should enter with Hg::nm the
joys of the kingdom into' which Jesus promised to come before that gensration
passed away ; and those who mialtréated them, would be sentenced to go into
the everlasting punishment to whichi the unbelieving Jews were doomed,—
which punishment was symbolized by everlasting fire. |/ 1 basd

Of this everlasting punishment the prophets had spoken.  See Jer. xxiii. 39
40 “Therefore, behold I, even I, will ‘utterly forget you, and I will forsake
you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and cast you out of niy pre-
sence ; and I will bring an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame,
which shall not be forgetten.”  Accordingly when the everlasting institution of
Moses [Levit. xvi. 34] was superceded by the Gospel, and the everlasting priest-
hood of Aaron [Ex. xi. 15] was abolished, the Jews were driven from their eper-
lasting possession of Canaan, [Gen. xvii. 8] into everlasting reproach and punish.
ment among allnations of the earth. 4

T the reply of our Saviour to the question of his disciples coneerning the
sign of his coming and of the end of the world, he says, **And this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations, and
theu shall the end come. When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desola-
tion, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the hdi{ place, (whoso readeth
let him understand ;) then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains,”
&c. Math. xxiv. 14—16. St. Paul himself speaks of the gospel's being come
into all the world, and preached to every creature under heaven, Col. i. 6, 23;
and in his epistle to the Romans, ch. x. 18, he very elegantly applies to the
lights of the Church, what the Psalmist said of the lights of heaven. Their
sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the end of the world. Dr.
Clarke. And when the gospel had thus been preached in all the world for a
witness to all nations, then came the end of the Jewish polity; und then were
fulfilled the prophecies ning the d ing of Christ; and then all
nations were gu'l'ured before him—not in an outward sense, for Christ did not
come personally, but in a spiritual sense.  And then began the judgment of the
world in righteousness, which is spoken of in Acts xvii. 31. For, mark | there
is nothing said of a resurrection in Math. xxv. 31—46 ; nothing about faith, or
profession of faith : the judgment is wholly of works. For the salvation which
is not of works, see 2 Tim. 1.9, Titus iii. 3—6, Rom.v. 18, Eph.ii. 8. Phil.
ii, 9—11. Col. i, 20.

PHRASE END OF THE WORLD.

The phrase “end of the world™ vecurs 7 times in the New Testament, The
Greek term rendered world is not Kosmos (which signifies the material world,)
but atox, which signifies era, or age. Its meaning is well expressed when we
speak of the Christian era, Jewish era, Elizabethcan era—or golden age, the
dark ages, and the like. Hence we read of Christ, that he did not * offer him-
self often, as umhiil; priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood

-of others; for then he mustofien have suffered since the foundation of the world
[Kosmaos ;] but now once in the end of the world [aion in the plural,] hath he
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself,” Hebrews ix. 25, 26,
When did Jesus offer himself on the cross? Ans. In the end of the world,
When wasthat? Ans. In the end of the Jewish world, or era,

Paul speaks of the punishinent of the murmurers in the wilderness, and says,
*“Naw all these things happened unto them for ensamples ;—and they are writ-
ten for our admonition, upon: whom the ends of the world [aion in the plural]
are come,” 1 Cor, x. 11.  On whom did the ends of the world eome? Ans. On
Paul and the Christian believers of his day. What world (or worlds) does he
refer to 7 Ans. The Jewish world or era, and all the other cras which preceded
the Gospel or Christian era.
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The disciples asked our Lord, in a private interview, ‘* What shall be the
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world 1 [aion cr Jewish era,] Matt,
xxiv. 3. (See the preceding article for the second coming of Christ.) The sign
of the end of the world, was the same as the sign of the coming of the Son of
Man, In the reply of our Saviour, he speaks thrice of the end, namely, the end
of the world inquired for, verses 6,13, 14 ; and he assures his dieciples that the
end would be before that generation passed away. (See thee next article.)

Our Saviour, in instructing his disciples to go forth and preach the gospel,
promised to be with them alway, even unto the end of the world, [aion, or Jew.
ish era,] Matt. xxviii, 20. That is, he promised to be with them till that perio
* working with them, and confirming the word with signs following,” Mar
xvi. 20; and that the allusion is to the signs of miracles, will be manifest by
referring to verses 17 and 18 of this chapter. Miraculous signs ceased at the
close ofthe Jewish era and the commencement of the Christian era.

The other 3 places in which the phrase end of the world occurs are in Matt.
xiii, 39, 40, 48. And since the preceding examples refer only to a period of
time long since past, namely, the end of the Jewish era or age, may not the
passages now quoted refer to the same period 7 Let us examine them,

“The field is the world,” not aion, or era; but xosmos, the material world,
There is not a place in the Scriptures in which the end of Kosmos is mentioned
—but the end of aion is seven times spoken of in the New Testament, Four of
the places have already been noted. - Matt, xiii. 39—* The harvest is the end of
the world, [aion]—verse 48, * so shall it be in the end of this world,” [aion.]
It was at that time that the Son of man would gather wur or his kingdom all
things that offend, and them which do iniquity. What kingdom is weant?
Plainly, the outward gospel kingdom, compared to “ a net which gathered of
every kind.” In that kingdom were those who violated the commandments and
taught men to doso, as well as those who were obedient, Matt. v. 19. But at the
second coming of Christ to reward every inan according to his works, (see pre-
ceding article,) a separation was to be made, The evil were then to be cast
into a furnace of fire. What is signified by this furnace of fire ? I answer, as
Jerusalem is spoken of spiritually as Sodom, and her punish symbolized
by a lake of fire and brimstone in the Apocalypse,—so she is spoken of spiritu-
ally as Egypt, (“Sodom and Egypt where also our Lord was crucified,” Rev. xi.
8)—and Eﬂ’“ is spoken of as a furnace, Deat. iv, 20; and we read in Isa. xxxi.
9, *'The Lord's fire is in Zion, and ms rorNack IN JerusaLem.” See also
Ezekiel xxxii, [8—22:—*Son of man, the house of hrnai_is to me become
dross ;all they are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace;
they are even Lhe dross of silver. . Therefore thus saith the Lord God; becanse
ye are all become dross, behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst of
Jerusalem. As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into
the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to welt i/; so will I fal.he.r

in mine anger and in l_'n{ fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you.
?:n. I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and yc shall
be melted in the midst thereof. As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace
so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I the Lono,
which poured out my fury upon you.
THIS GENERATION.

The diseiples put this question to our Saviour,—* What shall be the sign of
thy eoming and of the end of the world,” Math, xxiv. 3, thus speaking of these as
simultancous or contemporaneous events. The sign of t he onewas the sign of
the other. After detailing many events which should precede his coming and
the end of the world, Jesus introduced the parable of the fig tree, and tl:en sub-
joined, ** Verily I say unto you, this generation shal not pass, tillll these
things be fulfilled,” verse 34.
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oIn‘order to overth¥ow _thik-'arfume‘nt,.]}ln Miller asserts; that by generation,
oue Saviour meant: ® his elect, his' children, and"his  generation,” namely, the
generition of Christians, ‘How utterly false and ridiealons this assertion is, will
appear by noting a“few pluces in* which the same Greek/exprestion oceurs;
translated ‘this generation. In Matt xxiii. our'Saviour says,'*/Thdt upon you
fnay come all the rightéons: blood shed upon the earth..... Verily I say unto
you, All these things shall come’aipon this generation.”” Matt. xii/ 41, 12— The
men of Ninevehi. . thie queen of the south ‘shall rise up 'in'the judgment swith
this generation, andshall condemn it For other examples, sce Mittixi, 16,
Mark viii: 12 Luke vl 310xi° 20, 81, 81, 32,50, 51, Instead of “this genera-
tion,” read “Christ’s elect,” or'“Chirist's children,” and you have'a specimen of
the beauties of Millerisin 1“=—Whitby ‘says, the expression “‘this generation
never bears any other sense in the New ‘L'estamicnt, than the men of this age”
and that Matt. gxiv. 34 ¥ affords ‘o foll demonstration that'all which Christ had
‘menfioned” hitherto' was to’ be ‘aceomplished ‘whilstsome of this goneration of
riien lived.” [Com. in"loe. ' 1 gauds bok DEEE i
"On the same passage, Dr. Lightfoot says, “Henee it appears” plain’ enotigh,
that the foregoing verses are rot to be understovd‘of the last judgment, but of the
destriietion of Jerusalem. There were some among the diseiples (particularly.

John) who lived 1o sec these things come to pass. With Matt. xvii 28, compure

John xxi. 22, And thére were some Rabbins alive at the time” when Christ
spake these things, who lived till the city was destroyed, namely ,Rabban’
. Simeon, who “perished ‘with ' the citv; R. Jochanan ben Zaceai, who outlived
its R.Zadock, R.'Tsmuel, and'others.” vt sigld b itfY 31l) 9 e
' What, then, is the conclusion of this matter? Plainly, that the eecond coming
of Christ,and the end of the world, and the seiting bp of the abomination of des.
olation 'spoken uf by the prophet Daniel, aré events which belong to & périod of
tiineélong since past. ' Andsinee Mr. Miller depénds greatly on the assumption
that the seeond coming referred to is yet future, his ﬁhoﬁ theory of the end
of'the material world in’1843 s but “the baseless fabric of a vision' of hiso' "

N o o e

“Prof, Stuart’ of Atidover, ju ati” Appendix td the second edition of' his Hints
on the Prophecics, makes the following seasonable suggestion for the considera-
tion of the Millerites: * If ['can be allowed for i,ﬂﬁli'qe'nl to interfere, T would
respectfully Wgﬁﬂ'ﬂ!‘- tht in some way or other they bave in all probability
made a gmall ‘st ;

traphe takes plice, the rirst of April being ev_idm much more appropriate to
their arrangements than any other day of the m: » o Sty oy

stake ud'to the exact day of the month when the grind catas- -
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